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Welcome to this ‘Summer’ edition of the Historical Geography Research Group
newsletter. After an extraordinary burst of activity in the summer of 2013 marking
our 40th year, members might expect that in the summer of 2014 we would down
tools, take off our collective tweeds, and recline with a good book, one of the
HGRG monograph series perhaps. Not a bit of it. While we cannot promise cake
and wine this year, the annual conference of the RGS-IBG promises a (surely) record number of sessions sponsored by the group, some 20 in total over 11 different
themes. In particular, may I draw members’ attentions to the three ‘New and
Emerging Research in Postgraduate Historical Geography’ sessions on Thursday 28
August. These sessions are always a highlight of the conference, so please come
along and support our postgraduate researchers. On the same day – at lunchtime,
to be precise – we will hold our Annual General Meeting. If you are able to attend,
please make every effort to do so for there is, as ever, much business to discuss.
Before the AGM I will be circulating a draft, updated ‘Mission Statement’/
Constitution for the group. This is necessary in part for reasons of constant renewal
but also to formally accommodate changes to committee positions that will be proposed, including some formalising and rationalising of roles and the appointing of
an honorary archivist. The AGM will also see Harriet Hawkins, our secretary, and
Oliver Dunnett, our newsletter editor, stepping down from the committee after
completing their terms of office. May I take this opportunity to thank Harriet and
Oliver for such outstanding service to the group. They will both be much missed.
Their replacements will be nominated and elected at the AGM.
Beyond events in August, members can also look forward to receiving later this
year the 45th volume of our monograph series, Alison Hess’ study of the ‘journey’ of
the BBC’s first radio transmitter, while on 5th November our 20th Practising Historical Geography conference will be held at the University of Bristol. More elsewhere
in this newsletter on what promises to be a lively and enjoyable event. Also, may I
again remind members that the 16th International Conference of Historical Geographers will be held in London at the RGS between 5-10 July 2015 (http://
www.ichg2015.org). To assist the attendance of postgraduate members (and immediately post-doctoral members before the start of their first postdoctoral position) presenting at the ICHG, I am delighted to announce that we have resolved to
pay the full ‘early bird’ registration fee of £140 for as many such members as we
can afford. The process will be competitive and full details will be circulated to
members soon.

COPY FOR NEXT ISSUE:
October 2014

With the cataloguing and preservation of HGRG’s records in full swing – never before has acid-free paper been better used – may I request members (especially
those who have previously served on the committee) to contact me
(Carl.Griffin@sussex.ac.uk) if they have printed and digital material they would like
to deposit. When the process is completed, it is the intention to lodge the archive
at the RGS and make it available for consultation (subject to the usual restrictions).
With best wishes,
Carl Griffin, Chair HGRG
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Undergraduate Dissertation Prize
The Historical Geography Research Group, in association with Ashgate, is pleased to offer a prize to the best undergraduate dissertation in any area of historical geography which is based upon original
research and which demonstrates conceptual and/or methodological
sophistication.
The successful prize-winner will receive £200 of Ashgate-published
books, and will be invited to submit an article based upon their dissertation for publication in the Journal of Historical Geography
(subject to the standard refereeing procedures of that periodical).
The winner will also be invited to present their work at the annual
HGRG Practising Historical Geography Conference in November.
Dissertations should normally be of first-class standard and nominated by Heads of Department / Examination Boards / dissertation supervisors as appropriate. Departments should not submit more than
one dissertation for consideration. Only dissertations submitted during academic year 2013/14, by students enrolled at a UK university,
will be considered.
Submissions (unmarked hardcopy AND accompanying PDF) should
be sent to: Dr Hilary Geoghegan, of Department Geography and Environmental Science, University of Reading, Whiteknights, Reading,
RG6 6AH Email: h.geoghegan@reading.ac.uk by the 12th July.

*******************************************************************

RGS-IBG Annual International Conference, 27th-29th August 2014,
South Kensington
The following sessions are to be sponsored or co-sponsored by HGRG.
Timings are provisional, and more information is available on the RGS-IBG
website: www.RGS.org/AC2014
1) Author meets critics: Stuart Elden’s The Birth of Territory (Session 3,
Weds 27th)
Convenor: Stephen Legg (University of Nottingham)
2) Geographies of (post)colonial exile (Session 4, Weds 27th)
Convenors: Andy Davies (University of Liverpool), Uma Kothari (University
of Manchester)
3) Geographies of the Ancient City: Lessons to Learn from Diachronic
Comparisons (Sessions 3 and 4 Weds 27th)
Convenor: Benjamin N Vis (University of Leeds)
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4) Commemorating and Remembering the First World War at its Centenary: Spaces of Remembrance (Sessions 1, 2 and 3, Weds 27th)
Convenors: James Wallis (University of Exeter), David C Harvey (University of
Exeter)
5) Subaltern Studies, space and the geographical imagination (1): planetary
geographies and urban imaginations (Session 2, Thurs 28th; co-sponsored
by HPGRG)
Convenors: Stephen Legg (University of Nottingham), Tariq Jazeel (University
College London)
6) Subaltern Studies, space and the geographical imagination (2): archive,
theory, practice (Session 3, Thurs 28th; Co-sponsored by HPGRG)
Convenors: Tariq Jazeel (University College London), Stephen Legg
(University of Nottingham)
7) Narrating Ruin, Ruining Narrative: Co-producing sites, materials and stories (Sessions 3 and 4, Thursday 28th)
Convenors: Caitlin DeSilvey (University of Exeter), Hayden Lorimer
(University of Glasgow), Michael Gallagher (University of Glasgow)
8) The outcomes of Collaboration: Co-producing Museum Geographies
(Session 1, Thurs 28th)
Convenor: James Fenner (University of Nottingham)
9) New and Emerging Research in Postgraduate Historical Geography
(Sessions 1, 2 and 3, Thurs 28th)
Convenors: Alice Insley (University of Nottingham), Natalie Cox (University
of Warwick), Julian Baker (University of Edinburgh)
10) Military mobilities (Sessions 2, 3 and 4, Fri 29th; Co-sponsored by PolGRG and SCGRG)
Convenors: Peter Merriman (Aberystwyth University), Kim Peters
(Aberystwyth University)
11) Geographies of Anti-/fascism in Eras of Austerity: Contemporary and
Historical Perspectives (Session 4, Fri 29th)
Convenors: David Featherstone (University of Glasgow), Anthony Ince
(Stockholms Universitet, Sweden)

Summer 2014

HGRG Committee 2013-2014
Newsletter Editor
Dr Oliver Dunnett
School of Geography,
Archaeology and Palaeoecology,
Elmwood Building
Queen's University Belfast
Belfast BT7 1NN
+44 (0)28 9097 3360
o.dunnett@qub.ac.uk
Dissertation Prize Co-Ordinator
Dr Hilary Geoghegan
Department of Geography and
Environmental Science
University of Reading
Reading RG6 6AB
h.geoghegan@reading.ac.uk
E-Circulation Officer
Dr Hannah Neate
School of Built and Natural
Environment, University of Central
Lancashire, Preston PR1 2HE
+44 (0)177 289 3493
HNeate@uclan.ac.uk
Teaching and Learning Officers
Dr Edwin Aiken
School of Geographical Sciences
University of Bristol
University Road, Bristol BS8 1SS
+44 (0)117 331 7223
ej.aiken@bristol.ac.uk
Dr Nicola Thomas
College of Life and
Environmental Science
University of Exeter
Rennes Drive, Exeter EX4 4RJ
+44 (0) 1392 264449
Nicola.J.Thomas@exeter.ac.uk
Postgraduate Representatives
Julian Baker
School of Geosciences
University of Edinburgh
Edinburgh EH8 9XP
J.C.T.Baker@sms.ed.ac.uk
Natalie Cox
Department of History
University of Warwick
Coventry CV4 7AL
N.R.Cox@warwick.ac.uk
Alice Insley
School of Geography
University of Nottingham
Nottingham NG7 2RD
lgxaain@nottingham.ac.uk

12) Historical geographies of co-operative praxis (Session 1, Fri 29th)
Convenors: Nicola Thomas (University of Exeter), Briony McDonagh
(University of Hull), David C Harvey (University of Exeter)
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PRACTISING HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY
20TH ANNUAL POSTGRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE ONE-DAY CONFERENCE

WEDNESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 2014,
UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL, 09:30-17:00
PROGRAMME
09:30

Conference registration

09:55

Welcome by Carl Griffin (Chair, HGRG)

10:00

Keynote lecture: ‘Historical GIS and the Holocaust’
Tim Cole (University of Bristol)

11:00

Coffee

11:30

‘Postgraduate voices’

12:00

Historical geography workshops:
Andrew Flack (University of Bristol), 'Breaking out of the cage: from animal entertainment
to animal agency in the captive wild'
Briony McDonagh (University of Hull), ‘Adventures in the Map Room: archives, landscape
and deep history’

13:00

Lunch

14:00

Historical geography workshops:
‘Briony McDonagh (University of Hull), ‘Adventures in the Map Room: archives, landscape
and deep history’
Andrew Flack (University of Bristol), ‘Breaking out of the cage: from animal entertainment
to animal agency in the captive wild'

15:00

Coffee break

15:30

Keynote lecture: 'Precarious Memory: on Language and the Archive'
Jessica Dubow (University of Sheffield)

16:30

Closing comments

This event is open to all. Please note that there will be a small charge of £10, payable on arrival at the conference. To register please return the attached form (by email) to Lucy Veale, the HGRG Conference
Officer (lucy.veale@nottingham.ac.uk).
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HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY RESEARCH GROUP
PRACTISING HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY
20TH ANNUAL POSTGRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE
ONE-DAY CONFERENCE
WEDNESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER, UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL, 09:30-17:00
_____________________________________________________________________
Please complete this form, save it with your name as the file name (eg. LucyVeale.doc) and return by
email to lucy.veale@nottingham.ac.uk
Name:
Institution:
Email address:
Mobile phone number:
I am an undergraduate / masters / PhD student / member of staff / other (please delete as appropriate).
My research interests include (please write a sentence or bullet points outlining your research interests
or PhD/Masters topic):

Dietary requirements:
_____________________________________________________________________
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Abstracts from Recently Completed PhDs in Historical Geography

Tanya O’Sullivan, Queen’s University Belfast

Keeping Origins in Site: Lives, Locations and Science in Dublin, 1870-1910.

This thesis is a contribution to the growing body of work which brings geographical scrutiny to bear on the history of science by foregrounding the close relationship that exists between knowledge, space and place. It has as its
focus, a reassessment of the traditional historiographical approach to science in Dublin which has tended to present a bifurcated Catholic/Protestant model in its discourse on the late nineteenth-century relationship between
science and culture. Instead, this project applies a methodology based on geographical and biographical principles to underscore the critical role of space and place in the reception, circulation and mobilisation of scientific
ideas in the city. The lives of eight Dublin scholars are called upon here to explore the interplay of lifespace, cityspace and science between the years of 1870 and 1910. The suite of case studies presented congregate around
fundamental scientific debates on the origin of the universe, life, humankind and language. Each spatial snapshot
explores the negotiation of a particular debate through the lives of two co-religionists in the Dublin cohort. For
instance, chapter two explores the numerous ways in which ether theories coalesced with the local city circumstances of eminent physicists, George Frances Fitzgerald (1851-1901) and William Fletcher Barrett (1845-1925).
The interplay of biological concepts and city space is investigated in chapter three through the lives of anatomist
Alexander Macalister (1844-1919) and botanist David Moore (1808-1879). Chapter four takes as its focus, the
Dublin Anthropometric Laboratory and examines the role of its two directors —Alfred Cort Haddon (1855-1940)
and Daniel Cunningham (1850-1909) — in advancing the anthropological project in Dublin. Finally, in chapter five
the scientific spaces of the Gaelic language revival are explored through the lives of physician George Sigerson
(1836-1925) and historian Eoin MacNeill (1867-1945). By attending to the specifics of location and being sensitive to the ways in which local culture, politics and personal conditions shaped their encounters, the case studies
demonstrate that the myriad ‘spaces of a life’ trumped religious bracketing when it came to late Victorian polemics on ‘origins’. The thesis underscores the crucial role these Dublin spaces played in moulding ether theories, in
shaping ideas of biological form, in directing anthropological debate, and in advancing linguistic philosophies at
the turn-of-the-century.

Tanya’s thesis was supervised by Prof. David Livingstone (QUB) and Dr. Diarmid Finnegan (QUB), and was examined by Prof. Nicolaas Rupke (Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia) and Dr. Nuala Johnson (QUB).
Her PhD was awarded in May 2014.
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Kim Ross, University of Glasgow

The locational history of lunatic asylums / mental health institutions in Scotland: archival inquiries
and contemporary resonances

This thesis looks into the later ‘Asylum Age’ in Scotland, concentrating on the legislation and construction of Scotland’s district lunatic asylums from the passing of the Lunacy (Scotland) Act, 1857 to the Mental Deficiency and
Lunacy (Scotland) Act, 1913. Concentrating on the specific geographies of the asylums, what Foucault refers to as
“the space reserved by society for insanity” (Foucault, 1965:251), the thesis weaves a new route between previous radical/critical and progressive/simplistic interpretations of the ‘Asylum Age’, by integrating a Foucauldian
interpretation with non-representational theories around the engineering of affective atmospheres. This more
nuanced approach, which concentrates on the ‘affective power’ of the institutions across different geographical
scales (site and situation, grounds and buildings), recognises the ways in which Scotland’s district asylums, constructed predominantly for pauper patients, were moulded and reshaped as the discourses around the treatment
of insanity were developed. The moral, medical and hygienic dimensions to the discourses ultimately outlined the
institutional geography, by having a profound influence on asylum location and layout. The ideal district
‘blueprint’ for asylum siting and design, as put forward by the Scottish Lunacy Commissioners, is uncovered and
reconstructed by ‘picking out’ the macro and micro-geographies discussed in the annual reports of the General
Board. The research then moves to uncover the system ‘on the ground’ as it was constructed in bricks-andmortar by the various district boards. As asylum location and architecture was a relatively novel concern, questions of siting and design became more pertinent, and indeed central, in institutional planning during the decades
after the mid-century lunacy reforms. Thus, despite periods of waning enthusiasm for the institution as a mechanism for ‘curing’ insanity, fitting the building to its purposes continually involved a variety of structural innovations, stylistic refinements and new ways of organising the external and internal spaces of the asylums.

Kim’s thesis is supervised by Prof Christopher Philo (University of Glasgow), Professor Malcolm Nicolson (History of
Medicine, University of Glasgow) and Dr Dan Clayton (University of St Andrews). She is, at the time of writing,
awaiting her viva.
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Miscellaneous Announcements

********************************************************************************************
ISHMap-List – a new listserv for all things about map history:
http://ishm.elte.hu/?q=node/21
The International Society for the History of the Map (ISHMap) has launched a new, free and open listserv to promote discussion about any topic in the field of map history. All postings are delivered directly into your email inbox; you can choose whether to receive each posting individually or to receive groups of postings in a single
“digest.” You do not need to be a member of ISHMap to subscribe and comment to the new listserv. You may
unsubscribe at any time.
Technical support for the listserv is generously provided by the Department of Cartography and Geoinformatics,
Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, Hungary.
********************************************************************************************
Map History Directory – an open source for contact information, current interests, research projects, and publications related to map history:
http://www.maphistorydirectory.org/
Imago Mundi Ltd has launched a new, online directory of researchers interested in
any aspect of map history. Map historians can provide information about their research and activities, as well as details of how others might contact them. Each entry
can be as sparse or as full as individuals wish.
The Osher Map Library and Smith Center for Cartographic Education at the University of Southern Maine has created the Directory on behalf of Imago Mundi Ltd, with
generous support from the Osher Library Associates.
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