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Dear HGRG members,  
	  
Welcome to this ‘Summer’ edition of the Historical Geography Research Group 
newsletter. The 16th International Conference of Historical Geographers is upon us. 
The conference is not only a wonderful showcase for the vibrant, diverse research 
being undertaken by geographers throughout the globe but also an important 
opportunity for historical geographers to come together to network and reflect. To 
this end, the committee of the HGRG has decided to break with recent precedent 
and hold our AGM during the ICHG, something kindly facilitated by the Local 
Organising Committee of the ICHG. The full agenda is elsewhere in this newsletter, 
save to say that it will be held in the Lowther Room of the RGS-IBG from 1.20pm 
to 2.10pm on Thursday 9 July. If you are not intending to attend the ICHG – 
registration remains open – you will still be able to attend the AGM as the RGS-
IBG have kindly agreed to issue guest passes for HGRG members. HGRG will also 
have a stool at the conference were we will be delighted to talk to members, as well 
as sign up new members and sell back issues of our monograph series and other 
HGRG goods. 
 
While the agenda of the AGM is not, thankfully, as full as it has been in the past 
two years, there is the important task of electing new members to the committee to 
replace those stepping down from their positions. In total, there are four positions 
available. Ruth Craggs is stepping down from her role as Membership Secretary 
after completing her term of office. As many of you will know, Ruth has been a 
vital point of contact between the committee and the membership, carefully and 
efficiently updating our records and implementing recent changes to the 
membership structure and subscription fees. This is a significant and often hidden 
task and we are grateful to Ruth for all her hard work. Similarly, Hilary Geoghegan 
will also be completing her term of office as Dissertation Prize Coordinator, a role 
that she has undertaken with great zeal, doing much to encourage high quality 
submissions from a large number of departments. Lucy Veale’s term as Conference 
Coordinator is also ending. Lucy has proved a wonderfully efficient and imaginative 
organiser of our flagship annual Practising Historical Geography conferences, 
something I know that all attendees and speakers at the conferences are hugely 
appreciative of. Kim Ross, a onetime postgraduate committee member, is also 
stepping down as Newsletter Editor, a decision Kim has regretfully made due to 
changing career direction. Needless to say, Kim has done a fine job – as this 
newsletter attests – and we wish her well and hope we might welcome her back to  
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the HGRG fold in the future. If you would like to join the committee to 
serve our members and historical geography at large please contact me 
before the AGM to discuss the different opportunities available.  
 
Because so many members’ efforts are focused on the ICHG this year, the 
presence of historical geography at the annual conference of the RGS-IBG 
this year (Exeter,	  1-4 September) will be diminished compared to the 
record number of sessions sponsored last year. In total there will be nine 
HGRG-sponsored sessions, and in particular may I draw your attentions to 
the ‘New and Emerging Research Postgraduate Historical Geography’ 
session on Thursday 3 September. These sessions are invariably a highlight 
of the conference, so please come along and support our postgraduate 
researchers.  Further ahead, the 21st Practising Historical Geography 
Conference will be held at the University of Sussex on Wednesday 28 
October – we hope as ever to see as many of our postgraduate members 
there as possible. 
 
With best wishes,  
Carl Griffin, Chair HGRG 
 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Early Notice – HGRG PHG Conference 

 
Practising Historical Geography 
21st Annual Postgraduate and Undergraduate one-day 
Conference (9:30am-4:30pm) 
Wednesday 28th October 2015 
University of Sussex 
Registration £10. Open to all. 
  

The day will include keynote lectures, workshops exploring historical 
geography research methods, a ‘postgraduate voices’ session and a 
presentation by this year’s HGRG undergraduate dissertation prize winner. 
It will also be an excellent opportunity to meet other researchers in your 
field. The full programme will be available from the website soon. 
https://historicalgeographyresearchgroup.wordpress.com/events/practisin
g-historical-geographies/ 
 
…………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 

HGRG Committee 2014-2015  

Chair  
Dr Carl Griffin 
School of Global Studies  
University of Sussex  
Falmer, Brighton BN1 9SJ  
+44 (0)1273877491 
C.J.Griffin@sussex.ac.uk  

Secretary  
Dr Innes M. Keighren 
Department of Geography 
Royal Holloway, University of London 
Egham, TW20 0EX 
+44 (0)1784443570 
innes.keighren@rhul.ac.uk 

Treasurer  
Dr Briony McDonagh 
Department of Geography,  
Environment and Earth Sciences, 
University of Hull, 
Hull, HU6 7RX 
+44 (0)1482466734 
b.mcdonagh@hull.ac.uk 

Research Series Editor  
Dr Alastair Owens 
School of Geography 
Queen Mary, University of London, 
Mile End Road, London E1 4NS 
+44 (0)20 7882 5401  
a.j.owens@qmul.ac.uk  

Membership Secretary  
Dr Ruth Craggs  
Department of Geography  
King;s College London  
King’s Building, Strand Campus 
London WC2R 2LS 
ruth.craggs@kcl.ac.uk  

Conference Officer  
Dr Lucy Veale 
School of Geography 
Sir Clive Grainger Building, 
University of Nottingham, University 
Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD 
+44 (0) 115 84 66071 
lucy.veale@nottingham.ac.uk  
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Travels into Print 
 
Exploration, Writing, and Publishing with John Murray, 1773–1859 
 
Innes M. Keighren, Charles W. J. Withers, 
and Bill Bell 
 
392 pages | 15 colour plates, 25 halftones, 1 table | £31.50 cloth 
 
ISBN: 9780226429533 
 
The University of Chicago Press • www.press.uchicago.edu 

 
In eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain, books of travel and exploration were much more than simply the printed 
experiences of intrepid authors. They were works of both artistry and industry—products of the complex, and often 
contested, relationships between authors and editors, publishers and printers. These books captivated the reading public 
and played a vital role in creating new geographical truths. In an age of global wonder and of expanding empires, there 
was no publisher more renowned for its travel books than the House of John Murray. 
Drawing on detailed examination of the John Murray Archive of manuscripts, images, and the firm’s correspondence 
with its many authors—a list that included such illustrious explorers and scientists as Charles Darwin and Charles Lyell, 
and literary giants like Jane Austen, Lord Byron, and Sir Walter Scott—Travels into Print considers how journeys of 
exploration became published accounts and how travellers sought to demonstrate the faithfulness of their written 
testimony and to secure their personal credibility. This fascinating study in historical geography and book history takes 
modern readers on a journey into the nature of exploration, the production of authority in published travel narratives, 
and the creation of geographical authorship—a journey bound together by the unifying force of a world-leading 
publisher. 
 
“A triumph for the virtues of collaboration and a novel, needed, and ground-breaking contribution, this is a truly 
original and major work, arguably the most important yet to appear in the burgeoning field of travel writing studies.” 
Peter Hulme, University of Essex 
 
“Keighren, Withers, and Bell have written a rich and penetrating account…that scholars in a range of disciplines will 
want to read.” 
Dane Kennedy, George Washington University 
 
“Travels into Print offers an original and nuanced approach to book history that exposes the rich interdisciplinary nature 
of the field.” 
Sydney Shep, Victoria University of Wellington 
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Notice – HGRG AGM 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY 
RESEARCH GROUP, 2015 
 

 
 
Thursday 9 July, lunch/plenary session (during International Conference of Historical Geographers), 1.20pm to 
2.10pm, Lowther Room, RGS-IBG 
     

1. Apologies for absence 
 

2. Minutes of last meeting 
 

3. Matters arising not on the agenda 
 

4. Reports from committee members 
 

5. Items for discussion 
a. Postgraduate bursaries - update 
b. Maintaining HGRG archives - update 
c. Teaching Historical Geographies – update 
d. E-circulation, social media and diffusing news in historical geography 

 
6. Election of new committee members 

 
a. Membership Secretary 
b. Conference Coordinator 
c. Dissertation Prize Coordinator 
d. Newsletter Editor 

 
7. Forthcoming meetings 

a. HGRG Practicing Historical Geography Conference, Sussex, 28 October 2015 
b. RGS-IBG Annual Conference 2016 – call for sessions 

 
8. Any other business 

 
9. Date of next AGM 
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The Empty Spaces Conference at the Institute of Historical Research 
 
Conference Report 
  
On 10 April 2015, historians, archaeologists, and urban studies scholars filled Wolfson I at the Institute of 
Historical Research to convene a one day conference on Empty Spaces.  The Empty Spaces Conference was a 
truly interdisciplinary affair, with scholars of various disciplines and methodologies conversing over common 
concerns about how purportedly empty spaces are made historically.  Our focus on empty spaces follows a 
longer line of inquiry into spatial representations and practices, yet our particular attention to emptiness united 
interrogations across a variety of imperial, national, cultural, and urban fields.  The day was split into four 
themed panels—Ruins, Voyages, Narratives, and Repurposing—and the discussion that flowed within and 
between them voiced several cross-cutting methodological and theoretical concerns.  From Ruins to 
Repurposing, we worked to identify the underlying and sometimes activated potentialities of ghost sites.  The 
specificities of these sites ranged from the air space connecting remote Brazilian regions for early twentieth 
century aviators (Leonie Schuster), to the Broich Cursus and its reworking as lived archaeological site in 
Scotland (Kenneth Brophy); from a Japanese former coal island infused with national nostalgia (Mark 
Pendleton), to the pictorial expansiveness of ocean in Empire Marketing Board posters (Tricia Cusack).  The 
meeting of these and other diverse inquiries led to a rich discussion of the materiality of emptiness, the 
rhetorical narration of the void, and the historiographical hurdles of the never-was.  Some of this discussion was 
live-archived at https://twitter.com/emptyspacesihr.  The Empty Spaces Conference was organized by 
Courtney Campbell (IHR), Allegra Giovine (UPenn/IHR), Jennifer Keating (UCL/IHR), and Will Pooley 
(Oxford/IHR) with the generous support of the Historical Geography Research Group, alongside additional 
support from the IHR, the Department of History of Vanderbilt University, and the School of Slavonic & East 
European Studies at UCL.  The organizers are also working on editing a volume of proceedings and 
commissioned papers, tentatively titled Empty Spaces: Confronting Emptiness in National, Cultural, and Urban History.  
On behalf of all of our attendees, we thank our funders for their generous support and all of our speakers, panel 
chairs, and audience members for their enthusiastic participation. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Abstracts from Recently Completed PhDs in Historical Geography  

The cold in the Netherlands in the Golden Age. Essay of a cultural geoclimatology 

(Le froid en Hollande au Siècle d'or. Essai de géoclimatologie culturelle) 

This Ph.D. dissertation aims at showing that cultural geography is relevant for geoclimatological studies. At the 
crossroad of many subfields in geography (climatology, historical geography, cultural geography…) and in 
history (history of climate, history of art…), it focuses on cold weather and its representations in the 
Netherlands during the XVIIth century. This period takes place during the Little Ice Age (c. 1300-1850), a limited 
climatic period, characterized by a cooling of the temperatures in Europe. 
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The analysis of Dutch paintings and written sources with a geoclimatologist’s view point raises many questions. 
Why did the painters give their letters of nobility to the cold in this period (the Golden Age) and in this 
bounded territory (the Netherlands)? What meteorological elements are being represented? Which ones are 
missing? What pieces of information do the written sources give on the climate at the time the paintings were 
made? What imagery of the cold was thus created and what do the images stressed? 

The results of that research show that the artists were at times directly inspired by some rigorous winters. The 
first winter landscape by Avercamp is painted in 1608, a severe winter. Then, the vogue for winter landscapes 
continues. However, the painters represent just one type of meteorological condition in winter, whereas the 
narrative sources reveal the variability of the climate in different time scales. Nevertheless, an imagery of winter 
was created. It is said to be part of the identity construction process of the Netherlands, an upcoming nation in 
the XVIIth century 

This thesis was supervised by Martine Tabeaud, Professor of Climatology, University of Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne. It was 
awarded in December 2014 by the University of Paris 1 Panthéon Sorbonne. It was examined by Blaise Ducos, Emmanuel 
Garnier, Lydie Goedner-Gianella, Hervé Regnauld, Frédérique Rémy, Jean-François Staszak and Martine Tabeaud 


