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Letter from the Chair
Dear HGRG members,
The summer of 2015 will long be
remembered for the coming of age of
historical geography. Never before has such
a large and geographically diverse group of
historical geographers been together in the
same place, nor have so many scholars
previously not self-identifying as historical
geographers proudly come out as historical
geographers. The 16th International
Conference of Historical Geographers was
this pivotal moment, the time at which our
collective heft and intellectual importance
was writ so grand that even the hardest
heart could no longer deny it. This was in no
small part due to the herculean efforts and
clear-sighted vision of the local organising
committee, led by Felix Driver. Not to be
underestimated though is the contribution
of you, the members of the Historical
Geography Research Group. Your annual
subscriptions, together with a grant from
the RGS-IBG and a generous donation from
HGRG founding father Alan Baker, enabled
us to support the attendance of 29
postgraduate and recently postdoctoral
scholars through full or part payment of
their conference fees. You can read the
report of one of the recipients, Natalie Cox,
in this newsletter.
Beyond supporting attendance, HGRG also
held a drinks reception at the ICHG,
recruited new members, sold HGRGbranded mugs and monographs, and held
our annual AGM. Such occasions are always
both a celebration of the ongoing vitality of
the group – indeed, it was a particular thrill
to see so many members present – and a
moment to give thanks and reflect on the
contributions of those stepping down from
the committee. This year marked the end
Ruth Cragg’s term as membership secretary,
Hilary
Geoghegan’s
tenure
as
undergraduate
dissertation
prize

coordinator, Lucy Veale’s period as
conference organiser, as well as Kim Ross’s
short but glorious reign as editor of our
newsletter. I would again like to pay thanks
to Ruth, Hilary, Lucy and Kim for their
efforts. In their place, Iain Robertson (UHI)
has assumed the role of membership
secretary – please contact him if you think
you are paying too little by way of
subscription! – Cheryl McGeachan
(Glasgow) the role of conference organiser,
and Jake Hodder (Nottingham) as editor of
the newsletter, this his first issue. I hope you
will join me in wishing them well.
We have also just held our 21st Practising
Historical Geography conference, this year
hosted by the University of Sussex. As ever,
this was a joyous occasion, and a wonderful
coming together of so many postgraduate
historical geographers. This was also Lucy
Veale’s last event as conference organiser, a
role, which as Mark Lambert notes in his
report later in this newsletter, she has filled
with great skill and care.
Looking to the future, we are delighted to
announce the launch of our new scheme to
support the organisation of significant
conferences that advance both the field of
historical geography as well as the standing
and careers of postgraduates and earlycareer scholars. With funding of up to
£1,500, we anticipate to make one such
award every two years. The full details of the
scheme can be found elsewhere in this
newsletter and will soon be posted on our
website and circulated through other
media. In the near future, we will also be
launching a consultation on the future of
our monograph series and how HGRG can
best support dissemination of research in
historical geography.
With best wishes,
Carl Griffin, chair HGRG
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July 5 – 10, 2015
By Natalie Cox

W

ith the July sun beating down on one
of the hottest Sundays of the year,
over 700 ‘historical geographers’
journeyed to the heart of London’s great
Albertopolis and gathered at the Royal
Geographical Society (with the IBG). This
thriving square mile of knowledge was a perfect
home for 16th International Conference of
Historical Geographers (ICHG), which ran from
5 to 10 July. As a fitting testament to the ICHG
observing its 40th anniversary this year, the
conference displayed the vitality and diversity of
historical geography, and its standing as an
international discipline today. The programme
boasted more than 148 sessions, filled with 560
presentations, authored by speakers from nearly
forty different countries. Significantly, over 60%
of the delegate list hailed from beyond the UK,
with significant numbers from continental
Europe, North America and Asia, as well as
representatives from Australasia, the Middle
East, South America and Africa. These many
voices were audible in the panel sessions - with
topics ranging from carbon to carceral
geographies, topographies of piety to pubs, and
from architectures of hurry to heritage – which
highlights the many interdisciplinary and creative
approaches present in current historical
geography research.
The Conference began with these very ideas in
mind. The opening plenary lecture focused on
the international dimensions of historical
geography. Alan Baker discussed the history of
the ‘international’ over the forty-year lifespan of
the ICHG and its related institution (familiar to
many of the HGRG), the Journal of Historical
Geography. He took the audience back to the
moment they were both founded in 1975, at the
first British-Canadian Symposium on Historical
Geography held at Queens University, Kingston,
Ontario. The discussants panel allowed voices
from Canada, England, Japan, Brazil, and North
America to comment on the ICHG and Journal
as ‘two pillars of international historical
geography’ (Baker). These discussions centred
on achieving an inclusivity away from angloconstructions of the field of historical geography,
primarily in terms of languages, gender, and
greater understandings of the many international
practices of historical geography. In particular,
Laura Cameron’s response to Baker’s expressed a
warm welcome any ‘outsiders’ or ‘gate-crashers’

to the ICHG, with the hope of widening
discussions. This opening panel invoked many
thoughts over how we can conceptualise the
many voices that made up the ICHG’s delegation.
These discussions continued into the opening
drinks reception sponsored by the Journal of
Historical Geography.
Whilst it is impossible to do justice to the
astounding array of sessions and events on offer
across the week, there were particular themes
that proved popular; namely, histories of
geographies and geographers, material culture,
mobility studies, weather and climate, and
environmental histories. The programme also
featured lunchtime discussions, poster sessions,
and daily displays of current research being
undertaken on the RGS-IBG collections.

On View: Collections Displays in the
Foyle Reading Room
Images credits: @ichg2015 and @HistorianMel

Over the week, there were three further plenary
lectures delivered by eminent scholars, chosen
perhaps to showcase the connections between
historical geography and other vibrant
disciplines: imperial history (Catherine Hall),
environmental history (William Cronon) and
history of science (Simon Schaffer). Each of the
speakers revealed they were grateful for the
‘capacious tent’ of historical geography in
accommodating those who had their feet in more
than one disciplinary camp (Cronon). I am sure
that the audience reciprocated such a debt of
learning to each of these three presenters for the
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influence they have had on their own research.
On Monday evening, the delegates gathered in
the RGS’ Ondaatje Theatre to hear Catherine
Hall give a powerful lecture on ‘Rethinking
Slavery and Freedom’. Hall focussed on slaveowners rather than slaves themselves in order to
examine how both slavery and freedom were
racialised, and to further consider the legacies of
such histories for British society and economy
today. The audience reassembled on Tuesday
evening for the inaugural British Academy
Lecture in Geography, delivered by William
Cronon. Under his provocative title, ‘Who reads
geography and history anymore?’, Cronon
reflected on the digital revolution and its impact
on publishing and reading practices. This lecture
was particularly pertinent for historical
geographers, who tend to write both scholarly
articles and monographs, and the constant
pressure to consider a wider range of outputs.
With his suggestion that historical geography is
perhaps better positioned to cope with these
changes than other fields, the ICHG showcased
its prowess in digital connectedness. The event
reached an even wider international audience
through constant traffic on Twitter, Facebook,
and podcasts. There was even a virtual

‘gatecrasher’, the elusive @GeographyFly, who
kept a constant buzz about the conference.
The conference was punctuated with a break
from formal sessions on Wednesday to allow
exploration into the surrounding area through
pre-booked field trips. Led by research experts
and museum professionals, delegates were
offered a choice of 17 trips from Oxford to the
Olympic Park, and activities ranging from the
historical geography of beer making in Kent to
weather watching in London. After the formal
conference, there was also a four-day field trip to
West England and the Welsh Marshes.
Simon Schaffer presented the final plenary
lecture on Thursday evening. Speaking to the
title, ‘Astronomy at the Imperial Meridian: The
colonial production of hybrid spaces’, Schaffer
discussed the links between the history of
empire and the history of astronomy in order to
rethink historical geographies of science and
colonialism. He also interestingly, traced the
origin of the term ‘doing time’ to Port Jackson.
The ICHG provided a platform for many
established and emerging voices from across the
world to communicate their research. The
HGRG lent its support to aid postgraduate
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Visiting the Civil Engineering Store at
Blyth House Image credit @thesaltedprint
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attendance through 29 awarded bursaries for
national and international postgraduate
researchers. The bursary holders were invited to
a HGRG sponsored reception on the Thursday
evening in the RGS Council Room, which
continued at the Eastside Bar.
Amongst the historic halls and glorious gardens
of Lowther Lodge, delegates enjoyed wonderful
hospitality at the RGS-IBG. The atmosphere
throughout was friendly, supportive, and
positive. The international and local committees
should be commended on their organisation. A
special mention of thanks goes to the local
organisers, Felix Driver, Nicola Thomas, and
Charles Withers, and to the RGS-IBG team led by
Catherine Souch, who expertly ran such a large

21st Practising Historical Geography
Conference, University of Sussex
October 28, 2015
By Mark Lambert

T

he Practising Historical Geography
conference came of age this year as the
21st event was held at the University of
Sussex, near Brighton on 28th October. For
postgraduate students from across the UK, the
conference was indeed the key to a world of
networking opportunities and fascinating
research.
It is a long journey from Nottingham down to
Brighton (four hours by train), but having been
on two previous occasions (in Preston (2013)
and Bristol (2014)) this conference is for me one
of the highlights of the academic calendar, so
thought-provoking and useful had the previous
events been. I sheepishly admit that my decision
to attend was also influenced by the opportunity
to ride on the Thameslink train service for the
first time, and to witness the starling
murmuration (huge flock) that comes into roost
on the derelict remains of Brighton’s West Pier
each evening, performing stunning feats of aerial
acrobatics as it does so. Thameslink and the
starling murmuration were, respectively,
disappointingly slow and seemingly nonexistent, yet the conference itself was, as ever, a
richly rewarding experience.
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The conference is as useful for the networking
opportunities it affords as for the content of the
talks—excellent as these undoubtedly are—and
on the night before the event many of the
participants had a meal at a branch of Bill’s in
Brighton (which I just about managed to find
despite confusing North Street and North Road
and then struggling to find the entrance). This
was a fantastic opportunity to catch up with old
acquaintances and make a few new ones too.

and lengthy conference. The final session saw
the delegation vote for Warsaw, Poland over St.
Petersburg, Russia as the hosts of the ICHG 2018.
As the sun set on South Kensington and the
ICHG 2015, the delegates savoured a caipirinha
cocktail and reflected on the rich history and
exciting future of the discipline, ready to return
revitalised to their home institutions.
See you all in Warsaw in 2018!
Natalie Cox is a PhD student in the
Department of History, University of Warwick
and a HGRG postgraduate committee member.

The next morning we headed to the Falmer
campus of the University of Sussex (just north of
Brighton itself) for the conference proper.
Fuelled by a coffee from an establishment with
the suitably hipster title of ‘The Flying Coffee
Bean’, and just about managing to board the
right train (there were two leaving at the same
time to different places) myself and the HGRG’s
new membership officer Dr Iain Robertson
(University of the Highlands and Islands),
whom I had met on the train, headed unsurely to
the grandiosely entitled Global Resource Centre
in the Arts C building.
The first keynote lecture was by Simon Rycroft
(Sussex) and was entitled ‘Mid-century
representation: John Latham’s cosmos’. Here
Rycroft used John Latham’s art as a case study of
the new kinds of (often more than visual)
artistic representation which emerged in the
years following the publication of Einstein’s
theories of relativity, from the 1920s onwards.
Examples of Latham’s work which included the
use of the spray gun in order to embody human
creative energy and immortalise the history of
one brief event, and the burning of books as a
process of dematerialisation and an
undermining of their particular narrative,
textual, structure, reflected the cosmic
speculation which artists engaged in following
the discovery that matter and energy were
interchangeable. Pertinently, Rycroft argued that
Latham’s Artist Placement Group scheme
(which still exists today) which enables artists to
within particular organisations and companies
represented an early, yet markedly different,
form of what we would now label as ‘impact’.
Following Simon Rycroft’s lecture, Jake Hodder
(Nottingham) filled the ‘Postgraduate Voices’
slot. He talked of the three crises of PhD life,
which roughly correspond with the three years
of the PhD. These were Imposter Syndrome, in
which you fear that you do not belong in
academia and will be ‘found out’, the ‘Not

Conference Reports
(cont.)

Coming Together’ phase, in which you fear that
the project will never form a coherent whole and
that you will not be able to find enough useful
information in the archives, and the
‘Uncertainty’ phase at the end of the PhD, as the
money begins to run low and it is unclear what
the future will hold. I think everyone in the room
could perhaps identify with at least one of Jake’s
three crises, and the fact that he was not only
able to get through these but secure a postdoc
following his studies gave those of us who are
still en route to the viva some reassurance and
hope. Jake’s talk was followed by an excellent
presentation by Victoria Bellamy, (Cambridge)
winner of the HGRG’s undergraduate
dissertation prize. She talked about her research
into Victoria Park in East London, an ‘oasis of
green’ in the city which was viewed in the
Victorian age as a way of providing the poor with
a healthier, more sanitary environment but
which was not physically secure (as the
boundary fence was repeatedly breached) and
which was both constantly contested by
different interest groups and also entwined in
social and moral debates (such as that which
weighed the necessity of bathing against its
immodesty).
After a pit stop for coffee and biscuits (the
quality of the latter was rather splendid this
year), we split into two groups and each
undertook a different workshop, punctuated by
lunch (which was also an excellent spread). One
of these, by Fae Dussart (Sussex), focussed on
the concept of the home within patriotic and
imperialist discourses of the 19th century
Britishness. Attendees were asked about their
own understandings and associations of home
(one of the attendees recounted the nasal
stimulations of his own upbringing near the
Cadbury factory in Bourneville) before
discussing a series of textual extracts,
particularly in relation to the labour relations
and spatial distinctions which underpinned the
organisation of Victorian middle-class housing.
The second workshop was led by Lucy Veale
(Nottingham) and drew from her AHRC
Weather Extremes project, which seeks to
identify and plot extreme weather events
utilising historical records (including diaries and
journals) and oral history. Lucy began by asking
people to recount their own experiences of
extreme weather, before focussing on the Great
Weather extremes workshop
Image credit: Jake Hodder
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Storm of 1987, using contemporary newspaper
extracts which recounted the damage to the
University of Sussex itself. Weather can evoke
strong emotions; one of the participants was
moved to tears by the memory of seeing so many
ancient, beautiful trees destroyed quite literally
overnight. We then looked at some of the
archival sources which Lucy is using in the
Weather Extremes project, discussing some of
the challenges of using this methodology, from
finding appropriate information in archive
catalogues to reading scrawled, spidery
handwriting!
After another coffee break, the second
keynote—and last event of the day—took place.
Presented by James Kneale (UCL), it was
entitled ‘Looking for Drink in the Archive’, and
detailed the work that Kneale has undertaken in
relation to the temperance movement in the
nineteenth century. Whilst some of the key
figures involved in this movement appeared to
adopt a ‘do as I say, not as I do’ approach, with
some owning collections of bottled beverages in
their basement or even public houses, Kneale
suggested that something more was going on
here than straightforward hypocrisy, since
alcohol was often considered to be medicinal,
with alcohol consumption even deemed to be
necessary for one’s survival. Kneale
demonstrated that attitudes to alcohol in the
nineteenth century were relational; bound-up in
complex networks which incorporated
medicinal testing, insurance policies and artistic
representation.
The conference finished after Kneale’s talk, and
the attendees drifted homewards. For both
those who had attended this and other historical
geography conferences before, and those who
were new to this type of event or, indeed, to
historical geography as a whole, it had been a
fascinating exercise, providing much food for
thought. Well done to Lucy Veale, conference
organiser, for putting this and the last three
Practising Historical Geography Conferences
together. Her successor to this role, Cheryl
McGeachan (Glasgow), certainly has a tough act
to follow!
Mark Lambert is a PhD student in the School
of Geography, University of Nottingham.

The Warburg Institute
University of London
Woburn Square, London WC1H 0AB

Seminar Series

MAPS AND SOCIETY
Lectures in the history of cartography convened by Catherine Delano-Smith (Institute of
Historical Research), Tony Campbell (formerly Map Library, British Library), and Alessandro
Scafi (Warburg Institute). Meetings are held on selected Thursdays at the Warburg Institute at
5.00 pm. Admission is free. Meetings are followed by refreshment. All are welcome.
Enquiries: tony@tonycampbell.info or 020 8346 5112 (Dr Delano-Smith).

Twenty-fifth Series: 2015–2016
2015
November 19 Professor Kat Lecky (Assistant Professor of Renaissance Literature,
Department of English, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, USA).
Ordinary Radicals: Archiving English Renaissance Pocket Maps.
2016
January 14

Nydia Pineda De Avila (PhD Candidate, Queen Mary, University of
London). Experiencing Lunar Maps: Collections in England, France and Spain,
1638–c.1700.

February 4

Dr Kevin Sheehan (Librarian & independent scholar, Durham University).
Construction and Reconstruction: Investigating How Portolan Maps Were
Produced by Reproducing a Fifteenth-Century Chart of the Mediterranean.

Meeting sponsored by the Hakluyt Society
February 25 Major Tony Keeley (Royal School of Military Survey, Thatcham,
Berkshire). Cartography in the Sands: Mapping Oman at 1:100,000 and Fixing
the Position of the Kuria Muria Islands in 1984.
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March 10

Dr Isabelle Avila (Lecturer, University of Paris-Est Marne-la-Vallée, France).
Mental Maps of the World in Great Britain and France, 1870‒1914.

April 14

Dr Pnina Arad (Research Fellow, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
Israel). Cultural Landscape in Early Modern Jewish and Christian Maps of the
Holy Land.

April 28

Dr Elodie Duché (Alan Pearsall Postdoctoral Fellow, Institute of Historical
Research, University of London).
Cartography and Captivity during the Napoleonic Conflicts, 1803‒1815.

May 12

Jonathan Potter (Jonathan Potter Ltd).
Paid to do a Hobby: A London Map Dealer’s Reflections on the Last Forty-five
Years.

This programme has been made possible through the generous sponsorship of an Anonymous
Benefactor, the Antiquarian Booksellers’ Association Educational Trust, and the International
Map Collectors’ Society.

Seminar Series

London Group of Historical Geographers
Seminar Programme, Spring 2016

(cont.)

OCEANOGRAPHIES
January 12

Jonathan Stafford (Kingston)
Writing the ocean in the age of mechanical propulsion: steam,
colonial shipping and nineteenth-century perceptions of the sea.

January 26

Stephanie Jones (Southampton)
Labouring the ocean and justice at sea.

February 9

Sujit Sivasundaram (Cambridge)
From the winds of the Bay of Bengal: knowledge, empire and self.

February 23

Simon Layton (QMUL)
Piratical states: British imperialism in the Indian Ocean world.

March 8

Tristan Stein (Kent)
Mediterranean passes, North African corsairs and maritime
regionalisation in the long eighteenth century.

These seminars are held on Tuesdays at 5.15pm in the Wolfson Room, Institute of
Historical Research, Senate House, University of London. For further details, or to have your
name added to our e-mail list, please contact one of the convenors. We are grateful to Royal
Holloway, Queen Mary, Kings, Birkbeck, UCL, LSE, University of Sussex, Open University and
the IHR for supporting this seminar series.
Convenors: Ruth Craggs (Kings), Felix Driver (Royal Holloway), Innes Keighren (Royal
Holloway), Miles Ogborn (Queen Mary)

Special Issues
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Cristóbal Gnecco & Adriana Schmidt
“Contract Archaeology”
International Journal of Historical Archaeology, 19 (4)
How neoliberal states steward heritage landscapes—particularly
Indigenous heritage landscapes—is the subject of the current issue of the
International Journal of Historical Archaeology. The special issue, titled
“Contract Archaeology,” is guest edited by Cristóbal Gnecco and Adriana
Schmidt Dias and includes eleven articles that contribute significantly to
our understanding of the late modern heritage environment, particularly as
it concerns the institution of cultural resource (or heritage) management
(CRM/CHM) in North and South America. Focusing on capitalism and the
resource-state nexus, the authors make the case for ending archaeology as it
most commonly practiced today. The general consensus is that
archaeology/CRM is a technology of government designed to clear heritage
from the landscape to make way for economic development. Rich
Hutchings and Marina La Salle conceive of the discipline/practice as
neoliberal statecraft and disaster capitalism.
The IJHA special issue (Volume 19, Issue 4) can be found online here:
http://link.springer.com/journal/10761/19/4/page/1.

Special Issues
(cont.)

The special issue contains the following titles:












On Contract Archaeology Cristóbal Gnecco, Adriana Schmidt Dias
Archaeology as Disaster Capitalism Rich Hutchings, Marina La Salle
Archaeology and the Logic of Capital: Pulling the Emergency Break Yannis Hamilakis
Contratiempo: Contract Archaeology or a Trench in the Battle for the Dead Alejandro
Haber
Contract Archaeology in South Africa: Traveling Theory, Local Memory and Global
Designs Nick Shepherd
Mega-Mining, Contract Archaeology, and Local Responses to the Global Order in
Argentina Ivana Carina Jofré
Neoliberal Multiculturalism and Contract Archeology in Northern Chile Patricia
Ayala Rocabado
Dystopian Archaeologies: the Implementation of the Logic of Capital in Heritage
Management Nicolas Zorzin
Development Projects, Violation of Human Rights, and the Silence of Archaeology in
Brazil Loredana Ribeiro
At that Edge: Archaeology, Heritage Education, and Human Rights in the Brazilian
Amazon Marcia Bezerra
Contract Archaeology and Indigenous Peoples: Reflections on the Brazilian Context
Fabíola Andréa Silva

Stephen Legg, Jake Hodder & Mike Heffernan

“Historical Geographies of Internationalism”
Political Geography, 49
As we confront the environmental, economic and strategic challenges of
the 21st century, we are again being encouraged to rethink the international
as the most urgent scale at which governance, political activity and
resistance must operate. Whilst across the arts, humanities, and political
and social sciences recent work has engaged with the international as a
concept, a scale, and an affiliation this has rarely acknowledged that the
concept itself has both a history and a geography, the interrogation of
which is the focus of the current “Historical Geographies of Internationalism” special issue of
Political Geography.
The special issue can be found here:
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/09626298/49/supp/C
The contributions include:
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 Introduction: historical geographies of internationalism 1900-1950
Jake Hodder, Stephen Legg & Mike Heffernan
 Maritime labour and subaltern geographies of internationalism: Black internationalist seafarers'
organising in the interwar period David Featherstone
 International Harvester, the U.S. South, and the makings of international development in the early
20th century Mona Domosh
 The geographical and ethical origins of neoliberalism: The Walter Lippmann Colloquium and the
foundations of a new geopolitical order Arnaud Brennetot
 Conferencing the international at the World Pacifist Meeting, 1949 Jake Hodder
 The politics of self-help: The Rockefeller Foundation, philanthropy and the ‘long’ Green
Revolution David Nally & Stephen Taylor
 The apostle of internationalism: Stephen Duggan and the geopolitics of international education
Chay Brooks

Book Releases

Emilia Sarno (ed)
Molise-Montenegro cross-border cooperation
Roma, Aracne, 2015
The Mediterranean is a fragmentary and unitary sea, presented as both a
space of communication and an area of relationship of people and
different cultures. Historically, this geographical proximity has
contributed to rich interaction and exchange and during the twentieth
century, a mature conception of cooperation (which has led to key
partnerships) has gradually developed. Partly, this development was
made possible by the European Union which since 1992 has pursued
both a vertical integration between European and international institutions and a horizontal
integration by an arrangement of a free trade area.
We need to consider, not only the economic advantages of these partnerships, but also the
possibility of comparing wider issues and needs, involving a plurality of actors and institutions, to
give birth to dynamics which enter deeply into the ‘skin’ of the territories. In this way, the potential
inherent in the territories can be made clearer and the culture of cooperation is strengthened by a
scientific basis and professional synergy, which, though differing between them, share the same
objectives. This book provides analysis of two such territories from a multi-scalar perspective.
Cooperation is not only an instrument for developing a new vision but the lens through which to
identify territorial possibilities which, enlarged by comparison, can emerge more clearly. This
approach is one of the political developments of EU and of the creation of institutions such as the
Adriatic-Ionian Euroregion or the Adriatic Eurodistrict. It is also fundamental for those areas
suffering from social-economic or organizational underdevelopment.
For more information:
http://www.aracneeditrice.it/aracneweb/index.php/pubblicazione.html?item=9788854879775

Frances Willmoth & Susan Oosthuizen (eds);
Translated by Edward Miller
The Ely Coucher Book, 1249-50: the Bishop of Ely’s
Manors in the Cambridgeshire Fenland
Cambridgeshire Records Society, 2015
The Ely Coucher Book is one of the great unpublished manuscript sources for the high middle ages.
It was drawn up for the bishop of Ely in 1249-50 to record information about ‘the advowson of
churches, demesnes, meadows, pastures, woods, marshes and fisheries, and regarding knights' fees.
Also regarding the assized rents of freemen and others, and regarding the works and customs of
those owing labour services’. The manuscript offers a detailed record of demesne and other
holdings, tenants, services, rents and further income from the bishop of Ely’s estates in 1249-50, and
allows inferences to be drawn from that information: about medieval demography and social
structure, for example, or the balance between arable crops and pastoral husbandry. Much is
revealed about patterns of settlement and field organisation, land management, and the relics of
archaic obligations.
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The geographical location of the episcopal manors is only one of the reasons for this document's
particular importance to medievalists. Most of the manors were co-terminous with the vills in which
they lay. The extents record the character of the landscape, its organisation and the status and
obligations of inhabitants within a substantial, cohesive area that extends over most of
Cambridgeshire’s peat and silt fens, including large tracts of the island of Ely. Because the same
questions were asked on each manor, and the work of collection, recording and analysis was
undertaken by a centrally co-ordinated team working to similar standards, within a consistent
framework and within a single, relatively brief period of time, the results allow aggregation and
comparison of data across a wide area. Together they offer us an opportunity to step into the
physical, social and economic landscape of a large region in the middle of the thirteenth century.

The translation published here of the extents for all seventeen of the Bishop’s Cambridgeshire
manors is that made by Professor Edward Miller, whose drafts show that he had yet to start the task of
preparing his text for publication at the time of his death in 2000. That essential editorial work has
been undertaken by Dr Frances Willmoth and Dr Susan Oosthuizen.
Price: £37.50
Enquires and requests for review copies can be made to Philip Saunders on 01954-250421 or email
paksaunders@talk21.com

AGM Minutes

Historical Geography Research Group
Annual General Meeting
9 July 2015
In attendance: Hannah Awcock, Alan Baker, Julian Baker, David Beckingham, Dean Bond, Natalie
Cox, Ruth Craggs, Rebecca Ford, Isla Forsyth, Hilary Geoghegan, Carl Griffin, Mike Gulliver, David
Harvey, Sarah Hinman, Alice Insley, Innes M. Keighren, David Lambert, Carry van Lieshout, Keith
Lilley, Hayden Lorimer, Ruth Mason, Briony McDonagh, Cheryl McGeachan, Peter Merriman, Sara
Morrison, David Nally, Hannah Neate, Iain Robertson, Frances Rylands, John Schembri, Nicola
Thomas, Hillary Walker Gugan, James Wallis, Heather Winlow, Stephanie Wyse
1. Apologies for absence
Apologies received from Alastair Owens, Merle Patchett, Kim Ross, Brian Short, and Lucy Veale.
2. Minutes of last meeting
Approved without correction.
3. Matters arising not on the agenda
None.
4. Reports from committee members
4.a. Chair’s Report (Carl Griffin)
Chair welcomed attendants and explained rationale for holding AGM to coincide with large
presence of HGRG members at the ICHG conference. Thanked conference organisers for
permitting us to hold the AGM at the conference.
Chair noted that this has been a particularly busy year for the HGRG, including sponsoring 22
sessions at the 2014 RGS-IBG AIC. To avoid problems of timetable clashes, it has been agreed to
sponsor somewhat fewer sessions in the future.
Since the last AGM, the HGRG has held its 20th Practising Historical Geography conference (at the
University of Bristol). The Chair thanked Lucy Veale and Merle Patchett for organising the event.
Chair noted that he and Briony McDonagh had each represented the HGRG at various RGS- IBG
meetings during the previous year, and the HGRG will be coming up for Research Group Review in
the next 12 months or so.

4.b. Secretary’s Report (Innes Keighren)
Secretary thanked the committee for their help in the selection of sponsored sessions for the 2015
RGS-IBG AIC.
4.c. Treasurer’s Report (Briony McDonagh)
Treasurer presented statement of accounts, noting that the HGRG remained in robust financial
health.
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Two items of major expenditure were noted: £3,000 devoted to providing PGR and ECR bursaries for
attendance at the ICHG and £200 to support the Empty Spaces day conference at the Institute of
Historical Research. Treasurer thanked the organisers of the Empty Spaces conference for returning
to the HGRG a £5 underspend.

AGM Minutes

Treasurer asked all HGRG members to ensure that they are paying the correct membership rate and
to adjust their standing orders if not.

(cont.)
4.d. Membership Secretary’s Report (Ruth Craggs)
Membership Secretary notes that the group had witnessed a significant increase in membership
Membership Secretary noted that she had been trying to identify a better system to receive and
process international members’ subscriptions (since bank charges can make small transfers
prohibitive). Noted that members can always pay in cash at RGS-IBG AIC, etc.
Chair thanked the Membership Secretary for her hard work and dedication throughout the period of
her office.

4.e. Conference Officer’s Report (Lucy Veale, in absentia)
The next Practising Historical Geography conference will be held on 28 October at the University of
Sussex. The programme is under development and full details will be circulated shortly.
Chair thanked the Conference Officer for her hard work and dedication throughout the period of her
office.

4.f. Research Series Editor’s Report (Alastair Owens, in absentia)
Noted that one volume is currently in commission and progressing (albeit somewhat slowly). Other
ideas (particularly for edited collections) are being considered.
Noted that the Research Series is presented with particular challenged in the REF era, but still offers
a useful outlet for ECRs who wish to publish their work, but who do not necessarily intend to pursue
an academic career.
David Lambert noted that the requirements of REF mean that the Research Series is probably no
longer a venue suitable for publication by academics in the early stages of their careers. Chair noted
that the HGRG may wish to revisit the long-term sustainability of the series in due course.

4.g. Newsletter Editor’s Report (Kim Ross, in absentia)
Chair noted that the Newsletter Editor is pursuing a new career path outside academic and will be
stepping down from her role. Chair offered thanks to Newsletter Editor for her hard work in the role.

4.h. Web and E-Circulation Officer’s Report (Hannah Neate)
HGRG members encouraged to make use of the e-circulation list and also to consider providing
content that can easily be tweeted. Members were asked to keep their contact details up to date
(especially when moving between institutions).

4.i. Postgraduate Representatives’ Report (Julian Baker, Natalie Cox, and Alice Insley)
Representatives noted that they were preparing the “New and emerging research in postgraduate
historical geography” session for this year’s RGS-IBG AIC. It was noted how much postgraduate
students appreciated a large and engaged audience at these events and all HGRG members were
encouraged to attend.

4.j. Dissertation Prize Coordinator’s Report (Hilary Geoghegan)
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Coordinator thanked Lucy Veale and David Harvey for acting as judges for 2014 prize. Alastair Owens
and Isla Forsyth have kindly agreed to assist in judging the 2015 prize.
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Chair thanked Coordinator for her efforts and hard work in the role.

(cont.)

5. Items for discussion
5.a. Postgraduate bursaries – update
Chair noted that 29 PGR/ECR bursaries for ICHG had been awarded but that applications for
standard PGR bursary scheme are infrequent. Members encouraged to bring the scheme to the
attention of relevant individuals.

5.b. Maintaining HGRG archives – update
Chair noted that the current plan is to have a provisional catalogue of the HGRG archive drawn up by
a PGR student at Royal Holloway (Liz Haines).

5.c. Teaching Historical Geographies – update
Nicola Thomas noted that, despite considerable enthusiasm and support for the project, progress
had been slower than hoped. A meeting was held at ICHG to get the project back on track and to
identity priority tasks for the development of the online teaching resource. Nicola Thomas further
noted that Taylor and Francis are keen to develop a textbook in historical geography and are looking
for one or two individuals to take the lead on that project.

5.d. E-circulation, social media, and diffusing news in historical geography
Chair reinforced the importance of members providing E-circulation Officer with tweetable content
to ensure our work is publicised as effectively as possible.

5.e. Mentoring in historical geography
Chair noted that the HGRG might wish to establish a mentoring scheme for ECRs in historical
geography.
Rebecca Ford noted that, for her, such a scheme would be useful (provided it did not place too-great
demands on the HGRG committee).
Chair noted that he will attempt to advance such a scheme.
6. Election of new committee members
Chair extended the thanks of the HGRG to the various committee members standing down and
those who have agreed to replace them.
6.a. Membership Secretary
Chair proposed and Treasurer seconded Iain Robertson.
6.b. Conference Coordinator
Secretary proposed and Web and E-Circulation Officer seconded Cheryl McGeachan.
6.c. Dissertation Prize Coordiantor
Merle Patchett will officially be proposed at a later date.
6.d. Newsletter Editor
Treasurer proposed and Secretary seconded Jake Hodder.
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6.e. Treasurer
Chair proposed and Secretary seconded Briony McDonagh for a further term as Treasurer.
6.f. Chair
Secretary proposed and Treasurer seconded Carl Griffin for a further term as Chair.

AGM Minutes
(cont.)

7. Forthcoming meetings
7.a. HGRG Practising Historical Geography Conference, Sussex, 28 October 2015
Chair encouraged HGRG member to bring this event to the attention of relevant individuals.

7.b. RGS-IBG AIC 2016 – call for sessions
Chair noted that, whilst this is still some way off, HGRG members are encouraged to begin thinking
early about the development of paper sessions.

8. Any other business
David Lambert asked whether the HGRG dissertation prize is advertised to history departments.
Coordinator noted that the prize is mentioned on some history-facing mailing lists but she would
investigate whether there are other means of bringing the prize to the attention of historians.
9. Date of next AGM
To be confirmed, but likely to be held at RGS-IBG AIC in 2016.

Conference Funding

HGRG
Biennial Conference
Organisation Funding Scheme
The Historical Geography Research Group of the RGS-IBG seeks to support the organisation of
conferences dedicated to the advancement of historical geography and the profile and careers of
postgraduate and early-career historical geographers. Support will take the form of a grant of up to
£1,500 as well as such organisational and marketing assistance as can be afforded by HGRG’s
committee. It is anticipated that one such grant will be awarded biennially.
Funding regulations:











The applicant should be a member of HGRG;
All publicity materials and resultant publications acknowledge HGRG support;
The conference will take the following subtitle: ‘1st Historical Geography Research Group
Biennial Conference’;
The applicant detail other sources of funding applied/to be applied for;
HGRG will not act as financial guarantor but will, if necessary and at its discretion,
underwrite further organisational expenses as set against registration fee income;
The organising committee give an assurance that any money not used or any surplus
generated will be returned;
At least half of the grant made by HGRG be used to fund postgraduate (and recently
postdoctoral but as yet unwaged) attendance;
All funded postgraduates join the HGRG;
Conference organisers provide a financial statement regarding use of the grant;
Conference organisers provide a conference report of no fewer than 500 words for the
HGRG newsletter within one month of the conference end date.

Closing Date: 29 January 2016. Decisions will be made by 4 March 2016.
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Applications should be made electronically using the application form which will soon be available
from the HGRG website: http://hgrg.org.uk/grants-and-prizes . The form is also available by
emailing the HGRG (Carl.Griffin@sussex.ac.uk)

