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By the time you read this letter, many of you will have received the latest two
publications in the Historical Geography Research Group monograph series,
volumes 43 and 44. Robin Butlin’s History of the HGRG, marking the group’s 40th
anniversary, and committee members Ruth Craggs, Hilary Geoghegan and Innes
Keighren’s timely edited volume on collaborative doctoral awards in historical
geography, reflect both the scope and breadth of the series and the diversity of
approaches practiced in the discipline. Both have already provoked much in the
way of debate and favourable comment. Thank-you to the authors and to the series
editor, Alastair Owens, for their considerable efforts in bringing to press such high
quality publications. The research series represents an important and distinctive
benefit to our members – no other research group of the RGS-IBG offers such a
benefit as part of their membership – but does come at a price. We have therefore
taken the opportunity of the mail-out of the monographs to request that members
update their subscription details and standing orders. We believe that £12 per year
for full ‘Category A’ membership represents exceptional value, and hope that, if
need be, you take the time to respond to the request. It is only with your continued
support that the group can continue to flourish.
And flourish it has. Future chroniclers of the group will no doubt reflect on the
summer of 2013 as a high point in group activity. Robin Butlin’s monograph was
formally launched at HGRG’s 40th birthday ‘party’, held at the RGS on the
afternoon before the start of the RGS-IBG annual conference. The occasion was
marked by speeches from past chairs of the group (in turns celebratory, melancholy
and revelatory), wine, and a splendid birthday cake. Kevin Milburn has kindly
written a review of the event for this newsletter. Similarly, the Craggs, Geoghegan
and Keighren was also formally launched at a drinks reception held during the
Annual Conference. Both attracted packed rooms and represented a wonderful
opportunity for historical geographers to meet and mingle – and to showcase the
activities of the group.
As ever, beyond a series of brilliantly diverse HGRG-sponsored sessions, the
highlight of the RGS-IBG conference were the two ‘New and Emerging’ sessions of
postgraduate research in historical geography. The success of these sessions in the
past two years has in no small part been due to the efforts of Kim Ross (Glasgow)
and Jake Hodder (Nottingham), both of whom have just completed their terms as
postgraduate committee members. Kim and Jake have been tireless in their acts of
organisation and supporting and encouraging postgraduate membership. We owe
them a huge debt of thanks. In their place, we welcome to the committee Julian
Baker (Edinburgh), Natalie Cox (Warwick), and Alice Insley (Nottingham). One of
their first duties will be at the forthcoming 19th annual Practising Historical
Geography annual conference for postgraduates and undergraduates. This is being
held at the University of Central Lancashire (Preston) on 6 November. As ever, all
are welcome, and registration details are to be found below.
With best wishes,
Carl Griffin
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HGRG Undergraduate Dissertation Prize: Results

The originality and vibrancy of undergraduate teaching and
research in historical geography has again been demonstrated by
the submissions received for the 2013 HGRG Undergraduate
Dissertation Prize (awarded in association with Ashgate). From
among the six high quality entries, the judges awarded the prize to
Rosanna Phillips (King’s College London) for her dissertation
entitled: ‘The Empire at home: attitudes of the British public
towards the Indian famines of 1896-1897 and 1899-1901’. The
judging panel felt that Rosanna’s dissertation was a thoroughlyresearched and impeccably-written account, which raises some
interesting issues about the nature of philanthropy and public
attitudes towards the Empire in Victorian Britain. The judges also
conferred a Highly Commended award on two further entries that
were both well-written and theoretically innovative in their
approach to historical geography and tourism: Rebecca House
(University of Cambridge) on ‘Performing Prague’s heritage: the
performative politics of historical walking tours’ and Jack Watson
(University of Oxford) on ‘Holiday camps: discourse of freedom
and mechanisms of constraint in mid-twentieth century Britain’.
Rosanna will receive £200-worth of books published by Ashgate,
and Rebecca and Jack will receive membership to HGRG. Special
thanks are due to Dr Oliver Dunnett and Dr Nuala Johnson (both
Queen’s University Belfast), who acted as this year’s prize
adjudicators, and to Ashgate for their continued sponsorship of the
prize.
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The HGRG 40th Anniversary Party, RGS-IBG
1973: Sunderland cause one of the great football upsets, beating Leeds
United in the FA Cup Final; Elton John releases Don’t Shoot me I’m Only The
Piano Player, the year’s best selling album; the UK enters the European
Economic Community; and the Historical Geography Research Group
comes into existence. Four decades on, the 40th anniversary of the last of
these results in a celebratory gathering at the RGS-IBG on Tuesday 27th August, the day before the official start of the Society’s annual conference.
Hosting the late-afternoon event was HGRG’s current Chair, Carl Griffin. In
his introductory talk, Carl reminded the dozens of historical geographers
assembled in the Education Room of the critical role HGRG plays in providing financial, intellectual and practical support for core activities, such as
facilitating theoretical and empirical research, publications, and attendance
at conferences. Following Carl, Alan Baker delivered an affectionate, suitably fitting introduction to his friend, Robin Butlin, who, in turn, gave a wellillustrated, warmly-received talk that provided a fine overview of the
group, and particularly its origins. This tied in nicely with Robin’s invaluable
new monograph, The Historical Geography Research Group: A History,
which was launched at the same anniversary party.
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There then followed a series of short speeches by former HGRG Chairs: Richard Dennis, Cheryl McEwan, Miles Ogborn, and Nicola Thomas. Moving, stirring, funny and informative, these talks allowed each speaker to reflect on
their own personal involvement with the group. As well as taking in the occasional detour to dwell, for example, on
the constant joys of trying to print address labels, the talks all highlighted the evolving scope of the group, its importance in helping to safeguard the teaching and studying of historical geography and the vital role that HGRG
continues to play in promoting the standing of historical geography within geography and also within the academy
as a whole.
In addition, the group’s proud reputation for fostering conceptual
innovation, rich empiricism and archival rigour and its receptivity
towards new methodological approaches were all rightly applauded, as was the group’s pioneering tradition in helping to enable
and develop feminist geographies and its history of foregrounding
the place of gender within the discipline. More generally, attention
was drawn to the robustness of the group, as demonstrated by its
membership of over 600, and how this collective strength has allowed members to feel supported and free to continue producing
insightful, critically alert historical geography work irrespective of
periodic threats posed by vacillations in academic fashion.
At the conclusion of the talks attendees were invited to admire copies of Robin’s detailed and pictorially rich HGRG
history as well as another recently published monograph in the HGRG series, Collaborative Geographies: The Politics, Practicalities, and Promise of Working Together, edited by Ruth Craggs, Hilary Geoghegan and Innes Keighren.
Free for members, these were also to buy, and for those with £5 to spare there was yet more on offer. Later that
night, across London, the musician David Byrne said to his fans from the stage of the Roundhouse: "and now for my
favourite part of the show: the part where we tell you what’s on sale outside". However, it is doubtful whether any
of the ex-Talking Heads singer’s merchandise can be said to have matched the splendour of the HGRG commemorative mugs (featuring the group’s new logo, no less) that flew off the shelves, or the trestle table at least, just a
few hours earlier.
And, as if all that were not enough, there was complementary wine too. Red and white, August sunshine, a mood
of celebration; inevitably, these factors soon combined and as the gloaming approached, any lingering shyness was
shed. In turn, this prompted the assembled throng to be invited, some might say coerced, into gathering together
for a group photograph. Given the setting, on the steps leading from Lowther
Lodge to its gardens, one could claim the resultant image echoed a grainy print of
explorers posing prior to heading off on a distant, heroic mission; whilst an alternative visual culture reading might interpret it as simply being a photograph showing lots of geographers eager to get back inside in order to devour the delicious
cake that Lucy Veale had specially prepared for the occasion and heroically
brought down from Nottingham that morning. This Great British Bake Off worthy
contender ensured that a joyous and well earned celebration for the HGRG ended
on a suitably sweet note. Here’s to its 80th!
Dr. Kevin Milburn (University of Hull)
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Practising Historical Geography — The 19th Annual Postgraduate and Undergraduate one day
Conference for students of historical geography
WEDNESDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 2013
GREENBANK BUILDING, UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL LANCASHIRE, 09:30-17:00

PROGRAMME

09:30

Conference registration and coffee - Foyer

09:55

Welcome by Carl Griffin (Chair, HGRG) – Lecture theatre

10:00

Keynote lecture: ‘The Politics of Memory in the Black Atlantic’
Alan Rice (University of Central Lancashire) - Lecture theatre

10:45

Coffee—Foyer

11:15

‘40 Years of HGRG’: Carl Griffin (Chair, HGRG) - Lecture theatre

11:30

Postgraduate voices: Rebecca Ford (University of Nottingham) – Lecture theatre

11:40

HGRG dissertation prize winner – Lecture theatre

12:00

Historical geography workshops
‘Walking and Talking: Architectural Tours and Built Heritage’
Hannah Neate (University of Central Lancashire) – Lecture theatre
‘Fashioning Feathers: Material Archives in Historical Research’
Merle Patchett (University of Bristol) – GR 350

13:00

Lunch - Foyer

14:00

Historical geography workshops
‘Walking and Talking: Architectural Tours and Built Heritage’
Hannah Neate (University of Central Lancashire) – Lecture theatre
‘Fashioning Feathers: Material Archives in Historical Research’
Merle Patchett (University of Bristol) – GR 350

15:00

Coffee break - Foyer

15:30

Keynote lecture: 'Labour, Agency and Decolonization: the Political Trajectories of Harry
O'Connell': Dave Featherstone (University of Glasgow) – Lecture theatre

16:30

Closing comments – Lecture theatre

This event is open to all. Please note that there will be a charge of £10, payable on arrival at the conference. To
register please return the attached form (by email) to Lucy Veale (lucy.veale@nottingham.ac.uk).
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HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY RESEARCH GROUP
PRACTISING HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY
19TH ANNUAL POSTGRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE
ONE-DAY CONFERENCE
WEDNESDAY 6TH NOVEMBER, UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL LANCASHIRE, 09:30-17:00

Please copy this form, complete, and save with your name as the file name (eg. LucyVeale.doc) and return by
email to lucy.veale@nottingham.ac.uk

Name:

Institution:

Email address:

Mobile phone number:

I am an undergraduate / masters / PhD student / member of staff / other (please delete as appropriate).

My research interests include (please write a sentence or bullet points outlining your research interests or
PhD/Masters topic):

Any special dietary requirements:
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LONDON GROUP OF HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHERS
Seminar Programme, Autumn 2013
KNOWING THE WORLD
Convenor: Miles Ogborn

1st October 2013

Innes Keighren (Royal Holloway)
Beyond belief: knowing the world through books of travel, 1773-1859

15th October 2013

Patricia Seed (UC Irvine)
Counterfeit cartographies in the fifteenth century

29th October 2013

Rachel Jacobs (Waddesdon Manor)
The games that mapped the world: French eighteenth-century travel and geography board games at Waddesdon Manor

12th November 2013

James Delbourgo (Rutgers)
Empire of curiosities: Hans Sloane and the collection of the world

26th November 2013

Katy Barrett (National Maritime Museum)
Knowing your latitude and longitude in eighteenth-century London

These seminars are held on Tuesdays at 5.15pm in the Gordon Room, G34, Senate House, University of London. For further details, or to
have your name added to our e-mail list, please contact one of the convenors. We are grateful to Royal Holloway, Queen Mary, Kings, Birkbeck, UCL, LSE, University of Sussex, Open University and the IHR for supporting this seminar series.

Convenors: Ruth Craggs (Kings), Felix Driver (Royal Holloway), Innes Keighren (Royal Holloway), Miles Ogborn (Queen Mary)
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'Maps and Society' Lectures
Lectures in the history of cartography convened by Catherine Delano-Smith (Institute of Historical Research, University of London), Tony Campbell (formerly Map Library, British Library), and Alessandro Scafi
(Warburg Institute). Meetings are held at the Warburg Institute, School of Advanced Study, University of
London, Woburn Square, London WC1H OAB, at 5.00 pm on selected Thursdays. Admission is free and
each meeting is followed by refreshments. All are most welcome.

THE TWENTY-THIRD SERIES
Programme for 2013-2014
2013
November 14. Joaquim Alves Gaspar and Henrique Leitão (Centro Interuniversitário de História das Ciências e da Tecnologia, University of Lisbon). 'Squaring the Circle: Rhumbs, Globes and the Making of the
Mercator Projection (1569)'.
November 28. Dr Frederik Muller (Antiquarian bookseller, Bergum, Netherlands). 'Recording the Discoveries: the Pacific and Tartary Mapped by Lorenz Fries in Early 1525'.
2014
January 16. Dr Elizabeth Upper (University of Cambridge). 'Colour Printing in the Renaissance: The Strasbourg Edition of Ptolemy’s Geography (1513)'.
MEETING SPONSORED BY THE HAKLUYT SOCIETY
February 6. Kenneth Morgan (Brunel University). 'Flinders and the Cartography of Australia 1795–1815'.
February 27. Dale Kedwards (Department of English and Related Literature, University of York). 'A View
from the North? The Medieval Maps of Iceland'.
March 13. Professor George Tolias (Institute of Historical Research, National Hellenic Research Foundation, Athens). 'Adornments and Metaphors: Illustrations on the Early Printed Maps of Greece'.
April 3. Dr Leif Isaaksen (Department of Archaeology, University of Southampton). 'One World, Two Systems: Claudius Ptolemy’s Geographike Hyphegesis and the Birth of Modern Cartography'.
May 22. Dr Iris Kantor (Department of History, University of São Paulo, Brazil). 'Portable Empires: Atlases
and the spatial projection of the Iberian Empires during the Constitutional Revolutions (1776–1825)'.

This programme has been made possible through the generous sponsorship of The Antiquarian
Booksellers' Association, The International Map Collectors' Society, and Jonathan Potter of Jonathan
Potter Ltd
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Abstracts of Recently Completed PhDs in Historical Geography

Kate Lynch, University of Nottingham
‘For a Splendid Cause’: Irish Missionary Nuns at Home and on the Mission Field, 1921—1962
In the years following Ireland’s political independence in 1922 the popularity of its missionary movement
was unprecedented. This most Catholic of endeavours helped to assert Ireland’s difference from Britain.
Religious women actively participated in this process. Their medical work and subsequent representations
of the mission fields contributed to a rhetoric of Irish nationalism that served to define postcolonial Ireland within a universal, Catholic discourse. However, the location of their missionary spaces, largely in
British colonial Africa, brought the sisters into contact with the empire from which Ireland had recently
withdrawn. In their encounters with local people, the sisters perpetuated a form of colonialism that will
be studied as a seeming contradiction to the Catholic Church’s stance against British rule in Ireland. This is
conducted through the lens of gender, and exposes the variation in Catholic-informed ideals of femininity
in this postcolonial period of Ireland’s history. To study these nuns is to explore the gendered and uneven
power relations within the Church, their contribution to the expansion of Catholicism and their ambiguous role in empire. By drawing on the scalar connections between varied missionary spaces including the
body, convent and domestic home, in both Ireland and Tanganyika, this thesis contributes to broader debates in historical geography and postcolonial theory.

Kate’s thesis was supervised by Prof. Mike Heffernan (Nottingham) and Dr. Stephen Legg (Nottingham),
and was examined by Dr. Nuala Johnson (Queen’s University Belfast). Her PhD was awarded in July 2012.
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Julie McDougall-Waters, University of Edinburgh
Publishing history and development of school atlases and British geography, c.1870–c.1930
My concern in this thesis is with the production of British school atlases between 1870 and 1930. I interpret this
particular genre of map and book through the rich resource of the Bartholomew Archive, which holds the business
and personal records of the Edinburgh mapmaking firm John Bartholomew & Son. School atlases were instrumental
in the dissemination of geographical knowledge at a time when geographers were moulding their subject’s place in
the universities and schools in Britain and in parts of the Empire beyond. This thesis builds on concepts in the
history of the book, the history of the map and archive history in order to gain knowledge about the people and
processes through which this particular type of mapbook was produced, moved and used, and to understand how
it was bound up in the development of a discipline.
In chapter 1, I outline the main themes of the thesis. The theoretical and methodological ideas underlying it are
reviewed in detail in chapter 2. Chapter 3 illuminates the themes threading through the following empirical
chapters, providing insight into school atlas production through a consideration of Bartholomew’s production
ledgers and what these reveal about the nature of geographical publishing. Interactions between individual atlas
producers form the focus of chapter 4, particularly negotiations between publishers, mapmakers, geographers and
other professionals over the meaning of ‘author’. In chapter 5, I go on to address atlas production in relation to the
pedagogy of regional geography used in schools and, particularly, its impact on school atlases for pupils in ‘local’
settings across the UK. This leads in chapter 6 to an interpretation of how this localising of school atlases was
adapted to readers’ locations throughout the British Empire. Questions about readers’ role in the shaping of textual
meaning are considered further in chapter 7, which draws on specific instances of producer-reader-atlas
interactions to support the argument that reading and reviewing were processes conducted not only, as I show, by
readers on the published text but, as I also indicate, they were practices performed by both producers and readers
during atlas production.
My findings in this thesis shed light on the publishing history of British school atlases, hitherto largely unexamined
by historians of the map and historians of geography, and they contribute to our understanding of the production,
movement and use of geographical knowledge in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Julie’s thesis was supervised by Prof. Charles Withers (University of Edinburgh), Prof. David Finklestein (University of
Dundee) and Chris Fleet (National Library of Scotland). It was examined by Dr. Avril Madrell (University of the West
of England) and Dr. Fraser MacDonald (University of Edinburgh).
Julie’s PhD was awarded in January 2013, and is available as an e-thesis at http://hdl.handle.net/1842/6691
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Miscellaneous Announcements
ICHG 2015
The 16th International Conference of Historical Geographers will take place in London, at the Royal Geographical
Society (with IBG) from Sunday 5 July to Friday 10 July 2015. Further announcements to follow.
Further details are available at:
http://www.ichg2015.org
*************************************************************************************
New Journal
A new journal of historical geography - Revue de géographie historique - was founded in France in 2012 by
Philippe Boulanger and Nicola Todorov. It aims to have very broad topical, temporal and locational coverage.
This twice-yearly, on-line, subscription free, journal aims to raise awareness of the methods, concepts, and diversity of approaches to historical geography, whether in France or elsewhere, in articles and book reviews. The first
issue, published on-line in November 2012, comprised papers on historical geography in France, while the second, published in May 2013, addressed the historical geography of landscape in Germany. You can submit an
article or book review proposal to Philippe Boulanger (philippe.boulanger@u-cergy.fr) and/or Nicola Todorov
(nicola.todorov@wanadoo.fr).
This new on-line journal is at:
http://enec.in2p3.fr/SGHProject/
************************************************************************************
ISUF 2014: Our common future in urban morphology
The Twenty-First International Seminar on Urban Form (ISUF2014), hosted by the Faculty of Engineering of the
University of Porto, will take place in Porto, Portugal, from 3 to 6 July 2014. The theme of the conference is ‘Our
common future in urban morphology’ and topics to be covered include:
• Urban morphological theory
• Urban morphological methods and techniques
• The evolution of urban form
• Agents of change
• Revisiting urban morphological classics
• Multidisciplinarity in urban morphology
• Comparative studies of urban form
• Integrated approaches
• Teaching urban form
• The relations between research and practice (planning, regeneration, conservation)
The organizers and the Council of ISUF invite participation in the Conference by interested academics and professionals. Abstracts of proposed papers should be submitted by 31 January 2014. Authors will be notified whether
their paper has been accepted by 28 February 2014. The deadline for registration and fee payment is 31 May
2014. Further information is available on the Conference website (isuf2014.fe.up.pt/).
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CEBH
The Business of Slavery
17-19 September 2014, University of Nottingham, UK
An interdisciplinary conference co-hosted by the Centre for Economic and Business History and the Institute for the
Study of Slavery, University of Nottingham, UK

Call for Papers

Formerly enslaved persons and others forced to provide their labour have always made, and continue to make, an
invaluable contribution to the economies of various societies; whether that be collectively through their labour
efforts in a slave society, through the state, merchants, and others buying and selling their bodies, through contributions to households or small businesses, or through their independent efforts to sell their labour with the aim of
freeing themselves.
This interdisciplinary conference will be co-hosted by the Centre for Economic and Business History and the Institute for the Study of Slavery. It aims to bring together assessments of the contributions of enslaved people to the
economy of different eras and societies and from various perspectives, including the wider economy, the slave
traders, the slave holders and the slaves themselves. It will compare these assessments over chronological eras
and in societies around the globe. Papers are invited which discuss themes as diverse as (but which are not restricted to); slave trading (including foreign and indigenous trades, legal and illegal trades), the economies of slave societies, the economies of the slaves themselves, (including hiring out), the use of slaves by freedmen and freedwomen, serfdom, debt bondage, prostitution, forced (including child) labour, and from chronological periods as diverse
as Ancient Greece and Rome, Medieval Europe, the early-modern Barbary States, Sub-Saharan Africa, the Atlantic
and Indian Oceans, and the modern world.
We will welcome proposals for papers based on textual and non-textual sources, and from any discipline. Proposals
for single papers, complete panels and round tables are welcome (please provide a cover sheet with rationale for a
panel or round table. Postgraduates are of course welcome and may display a poster if they prefer. We are hoping
to get some funding for bursaries for postgraduates. The conference will be held at National College for Teaching
and Leadership, Jubilee Campus, University of Nottingham, 17-19 September 2014.
Closing date for proposals: 24th March 2014.
Please send proposals to Sheryllynne Haggerty, at sheryllynne.haggerty@nottingham.ac.uk
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HGRG Minutes from AGM Thursday 29th August 2013, Royal Geographical Society, London (Tea Room)
In attendance:
Carl Griffin, Sussex
Harriet Hawkins RHUL
Briony McDonagh, Nottingham
Kim Ross, Glasgow
Rachel Ford, Nottingham
Hayden Lorimer, Glasgow
Eddie Cole, Glasgow
Oliver Dunnett, St Mary’s University Colege
Jake Hodder, Nottingham
Alice Insley, Nottingham
Natalie Cox, Warwick
Julian Baker, Edinburgh University
Eaven O’Dochortaugh, NUL, Galway
Jo Byrne, Hull
Louise Henderson, Independent
David Harvey, Exeter
Charles WJ Withers, Edinburgh
Hilary Geoghegan, UCL
Felix Driver, RHUL
Jane Wess Edinburgh
Kallum Dhillon, UCL
Nikolai Polina, Exeter
James Wallis, Exeter
Innes Keighren, RHUL
Lucy Veale, Nottingham
Ruth Craggs, KCL
Alastair Owens, QMUL
Apologies for absence
Nicola Thomas
Keith Lilley, QUB
Minutes of the last meeting,
See website, agreed by committee
Matters arising from minutes not on the agenda
None
Reports from committee members
Carl Griffin, Chairs report:
A busy year:
40th birthday celebrations, including cups, presentations and cake on Tuesday 23 rd August, opening night of the RGS-IBG
annual conference.
Practicing Historical Geography: 7th November 2012, annual conference in Hull, part funded by university and RHED
division. A range of workshops and key notes were held, it cost £10 to attend.
Next PHG will be Preston, 6th November
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Archives:
Small pot of money to archive HGRG records
Boxes are currently being catalogued by ex committee member Edwin Aitken. Call for former members to provide material
for the archive. Eventually the archive will go to the RGS, some material will be placed in the public domain, there are
questions here around digitization to be considered.
Monograph series;
Published two monographs this year, thanks to all involved.
General:
Twitter feed @HGRG_RGS
Carl is the HGRG representative on the ICHG committee for London 2015
Harriet Hawkins, Secretary
Thanks to committee for e- AGM co-operation
Treasurer: Carl/ Briony McDonagh
BAM will take over as treasurer as she has now come back from maternity leave.
Accounts put up on overhead, see attached.
Lucy Veale, Practicing Historical Geography
6th November in Preston, where 40th birthday celebrations will continue. A full programme is nearly in place.
The 20th PHG will be held in 2014, venue TBC
Innes Keighren: Website officer
Now transitioned away from being housed by Exeter.
Launch has been successful, av. 17 visitors/ day: 4251 views across its lifetime and popular across a range of countries
search terms include HGRG, Historical Geography, Historical Geography research
Hilary Geoghagen, dissertation prize
Thanks to Innes for efficient hand-over
£200 prize in vouchers and invitation to present at the PHG conference: 6 entries, range of topics, from Gloucester,
Birmingham, Oxford, Cambridge, Kings, Durham.
External judge: Nuala Johnson, committee judge: Oliver Dunnett
Ruth Craggs: Membership secretary
Continuing the process of getting people to update the right amount of subscriptions, to catching people at conference
and linked to newsletter mailing to get them to change their subscription amounts
An email will be done to get these to be checked.
Oliver Dunnett – newsletter
New logo has been used
Tri-annual
Need to encourage PhD students to send in abstractions
Not currently sending out any hard copies of the newsletter
Kim Ross and Jake Hodder, PG Reps.
Minute: official thanks from the whole committee for their excellent work over the years.
They noted: A strong group in Prague, supported by HGRG; PhD support of PHG was good; New and Emerging Historical
Geography contained an excellent suite of papers.
Alaistair Owens; Monograph Series editor
2 monographs published this year, one by Robin Butlin on the 40 year history of HGRG, one a collaborative edited
collection put together by Innes Keighren, Ruth Craggs, and Hilary Geoghagen
RHED have agreed to handle the distribution of past copies of the series, including calculating postage etc.
Recently discovered another 75 boxes of post volumes that need to be stored somewhere.
It could be that there will be a bulk buying offer to get rid of the surplus and ensure that more money is funneled into
HGRG funds.
Questions to be addressed regarding digitization of this material.
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5. Election of new committee members
a. Postgraduate committee members
Elect the new members
Three years: Natalie Cox, University of Warwick, nominated Hilary Geoghagen, seconded Carl Griffin
Two years
Alice Insley, University of Nottingham, nominated Carl Griffin, seconded Hilary Geoghagen.
Julian Baker, University of Edinburgh, nominated Ruth Craggs, seconded Briony McDonagh

6. Items for discussion
a. 40th Anniversary of HGRG
Celebrated with an afternoon of speeches and a cake etc. Great success, thanks to all involved.
b. HGRG-sponsored biennial conference
The proposal CG tables is to institute an HGRG sponsored biennial conference. The idea being host organizations propose a
theme, this is backed by the committee, with some HGRG funds given as well as organizational help.
Hayden Lorimer notes that in the past this day conference has been run the day after the PHG conference to great effect.
Alaistair Owns suggests the need to make it clear how much money, ie. An upper limit is put on the amount of funds HGRG
will offer.
The AGM passed the proposal by 25 votes
c. HGRG ‘legacy’ fund
This issue needs to be raised with RGS who have a longer philanthropic tradition.
It was noted, especially in wake of 40th birthday celebrations that there was seen to be significant good will amongst the
membership for the research group.
d. HGRG international membership and representation
CG suggested we should re-instigate an international HGRG position to help laise with Historical geographers beyond the
UK. Graham Wynne once had this role.
FD reported it had been a successful position in the past.
It was agreed that this was something to think about.
e. Maintaining HGRG archives – update
CG reported that this was an ongoing project, RHED had indicated some money would be available, but that this was
dependent on the research group producing a report for all research groups about archiving their work.
f. Teaching Historical Geographies – update
Carl provided a report from Nicola Thomas on the GEES funded project that will see Kevin Milbourne and her touring
departments and making videos and pod-casts of historical geography teaching to produce resources to share.

...
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g. International Benchmarking Review – recommendations
The meeting formally thanked Felix Driver for his work on the bench marking document.
Carl reported three key concerns/ recommendations:
a) That HG was not only becoming a smaller community in the UK, but that there were increasing numbers of lone scholars and
lone PhD students working, this increased the need to ensure good and effective networking and support mechanisms. PHG is
a good example of the work the research group already do in this area.
b) It was noted that there was a reduced ability to apply for small research grants, which was an issue in a field that needed to
support young scholars, and all scholars, but which also often did not large sums of research money.
HGRG does have a series of research grants, and so do the RGS
c) Language issues
The issue was raised regarding the contraction of language skills amongst Historical Geographers.

h. RGS-IBG AC 2015 – possible venues
none suggested

7. Forthcoming meetings
a. HGRG Practicing Historical Geography Conference, November
2013 (see above): 6th November Preston.
b. RGS-IBG Annual Conference 2014 – call for sessions
HH reported she would send around a call for papers for the membership in the next few months.
8. Any other business
- Felix Driver reports on the progress of ICHG plans, including reporting on workshops and keynotes which are progressing well
and include a range of partners such as the British Museum.
- ICHG will be held in London 5th – 10th July, 2015 at the RGS.
Important event, key notes are getting lined up and website etc. is about to go live.
He thanks HGRG for their continued support and notes the importance of that support and network in securing the conference
for London in the first place.
9. Date of next AGM
RGS 2014 in London
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