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Historical Geography Research Group
Letter from the Chair
Dear HGRG members,
Welcome to the Autumn 2011 newsletter, compiled by
our new Newsletter editor, Oliver Dunnett.
In September we had the AGM and minutes are in this
edition, however there are a number of key issues to
bring to your attention.

IN THIS ISSUE
✦ RGS 2012 call for sessions
✦ ICHG 2012 info
✦ Teaching project update
✦ London Group schedule
✦ HGRG dissertation prize
✦Practising Historical
Geography conference
✦ AGM minutes

COPY FOR NEXT ISSUE
Date for new copy:
5th January 2012
Please send to:
Oliver Dunnett:
O_Dunnett@live.co.uk

New membership subs and updating the lists: After
many years at a static rate we voted to increase the
membership subs with immediate effect. This will help us
recover the full costs of the research series and also build
the capacity to re-start grants that have been
discontinued. Details of the new subs can be found on
page 3 and actions for you to take to bring your
subscription up to date can be found. Do ask me if you
have any questions. I will be getting in touch with you
over the next month to ask for a confirmation of your
membership details. We are reviewing the membership
list and this is an opportunity to ensure we have your
preferred contact details.
GEES Teaching Award : HGRG applied for a grant to
support phase two of the activities to support the
teaching and learning of historical geography and I am
pleased to announce that this was successful. Details of
the proposed activity can be found on page 5.
HGRG Anniversar y: The 40th anniversary of HGRG will
be celebrated in 2013. If you have any thoughts about
the activities that we should host to mark this event do
let me know.
15th ICHG 2012: The deadline for ICHG paper
submissions is 31st December 2011. Participants are
encouraged to put sessions together and if you wish to
use the HGRG e-circulation to advertise a call for papers
please let Lowri Jones know. Further info on page 12.
...
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Committee news: I would like to thank all the outgoing
committee members who have given great service to the
group, always an extra on top of an already busy workload,
and welcome new members. Heidi Scott (past Secretary)
has been brilliant at organizing the HGRG presence at the
Annual Conference alongside previous roles as conference
secretary. We wish her well as she starts her new job at the
University of Massachusetts and welcome Harriet Hawkins
who is the incoming Secretary. David Nally will be handing
over to Alastair Owens as editor of the Research Series.
David has been a highly engaged editor, not only
supporting the recent volumes of the series, but also
providing a strategic review of the series with
recommendations for the future. Harriet Hawkins moves
positions in the committee but her job of designing and
delivering the new e-newsletter has been a major
undertaking which I know many members have appreciated
given the feedback we receive. The membership lists have
been looked after by Lloyd Jenkins, and in this time we have
mushroomed to around 650 members, which indicates the
task of the membership secretary, my thanks to him. Ruth
Craggs will be the incoming secretary in January 2012 and I
am acting membership secretary until this point. Our
postgraduate members, Isla Forsyth, Lois Jones, Charlotte
Jones and Rebecca Ford have supported HGRG
magnificently. Charlotte supporting David Nally, and Isla
providing additional support with the newsletter and
workshops alongside her work with Lois at the Annual
Conference. We welcome Kim Ross and Jake Hodder to the
committee as postgraduate members. Last, but not least,
Edwin Aiken will be joining the committee in a new position
as an Ordinary Member with responsibility for supporting
teaching and learning.
2010-2011 was a busy year for HGRG and I have the feeling
that 2011-2012 will be equally full. We have our next event
in Oxford on November 2nd for the Practising Historical
Geography Postgraduate Conference which promises to be
an excellent day, details on page 9.

Autumn 2011

HGRG Committee 2011-12
Honorary Chair
Dr. Nicola Thomas
School of Geography,
University of Exeter,
Rennes Drive,
Exeter EX4 4RJ
+44(0) 1392 264449
Nicola.J.Thomas@exeter.ac.uk
Honorary Secretary
Dr. Harriet Hawkins
Institute of Geography & Earth
Sciences
Aberystwyth University
Llandinam Building
Penglais Campus
Aberystwyth SY23 3DB
+44(0) 1970 622 606
hah7@aber.ac.uk
Honorary Treasurer
Dr. Carl Griffin
School of Geography,
Archaelogy and Palaeoecology,
Elmwood Building,
Queen's University Belfast,
Belfast BT7 1NN
+44 (0)2890 973394
Carl.Griffin@qub.ac.uk
Honorary Research Series
Editor
Dr. Alastair Owens
Queen Mary, University of
London
Mile End Road,
London E1 4NS
+44 (0)207882 5401
a.j.owens@qmul.ac.uk

Thanks to all HGRG members for your continued support of
the group!
Nicola Thomas, HGRG Chair
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HGRG Membership Details
The HGRG welcomes membership from beyond the
boundaries of academic geography, and you do not have to
be a member of the RGS/IBG to join. The HGRG differs from
most other RGS-IBG Research Groups in that it charges a
membership subscription for the additional services that it
offers. We have different membership rates for Ordinary
Members and Postgraduate Members.
NEW MEMBERSHIP RATES (as of October 2011)
At the 2011 AGM the membership rates were reviewed,
and an increase for ordinary members was agreed.
Postgraduate rates remain unchanged. HGRG membership
subs are essential for HGRG to continue to provide the
range of support to members and we are grateful for the
collegiate generosity of members in this regard.
Ordinary Members
Category A membership: £12.00 p.a.
You will receive the HGRG Research Series, the HGRG
Newsletter and be joined to the e-circulation list. Your subs
will support the grants that HGRG provide to the HGRG
community and you will be eligible to apply for these. You
will get a reduced rate on back issues of the HGRG
Research Series.
Category B membership: £5.00 p.a.
You will receive the HGRG Newsletter and be joined to the
e-circulation list. Your subs will support the grants that
HGRG provide to the HGRG community and you will be
eligible to apply for these. You will get a reduced rate on
back issues of the HGRG Research Series. Most of our
members are category A.
RGS-IBG members: You will receive the HGRG Newsletter and
be joined to the e-circulation list. If you join HGRG through
your RGS-IBG subscription the group receives a small
subvention on your behalf. Please make sure you have done
this as this is a very welcome source of funding, for example in
2010 we received around £400 a year for the 350 members
registered in this way. We would like to encourage RGS-IBG
members to join HGRG as full category A or category B
membership so that HGRG can continue to provide a wide
range of support to members the group.
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HGRG Committee 2011-12
(cont.)
Honorary Membership
Secretary (from Jan 2012)
Dr. Ruth Craggs
Department of Geography
St Mary's University College
Waldegrave Road
Strawberry Hill
Twickenham TW1 4SX
+44 (0)2082404011
craggsr@smuc.ac.uk
Honorary Conference
Officer
Dr. Briony McDonagh
School of Geography,
University of Nottingham,
Nottingham NG7 2RD
+44 (0) 115 67153
briony.mcdonagh@nottingham.ac.uk

Honorary Web Editor
Prof. Catherine Brace
School of Geography,
University of Exeter in Cornwall
Tremough Campus,
Treliever Road, Penryn,
Cornwall, TR11 9EZ
+44 (0) 1326 371810
c.brace@exeter.ac.uk
Honorary Newsletter Editor
Dr. Oliver Dunnett
c/o School of Geography,
University of Nottingham,
Nottingham NG7 2RD
O_Dunnett@live.co.uk
+44(0)7791 742 850
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HGRG Membership Details (cont.)
Postgraduate Members
Category A membership: £6.00 p.a.
You will receive the HGRG Research Series, the HGRG
Newsletter and be joined to the e-circulation list. You will
be eligible to apply for various grants, and you will get
reduced rate on back issues of the HGRG Research Series.
Category B membership: FREE
You will receive the HGRG Newsletter and be joined to the
e-circulation list. You will be eligible to apply for various
grants, and you will get reduced rate on back issues of
HGRG Research Series.
*ACTION TO BE TAKEN for 2011-2012*
If you have already paid your 2011-2012 fees please send
HGRG Treasurer a cheque for the additional money, or
electronically transfer the difference direct to the HGRG
account:
Dr. Carl J. Griffin, HGRG Treasurer, School of Geography,
Archaeology and Palaeoecology, Queen's University,
Belfast, BT7 1NN
The bank details of HGRG are:
Sort code: 40 35 34
Account number: 51242296
IBAN code: GB90MIDL4035345124296
Please adjust your standing order for 2012 subscription to
take into account the new rates. If you need a new
standing order mandate please contact the acting
membership secretary (October 2011 – December 2011):
Dr Nicola Thomas, Department of Geography, University
of Exeter, Amory Building, Rennes Drive
Exeter, EX4 4RJ
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HGRG Committee 2011-12
(cont.)
Dissertation Prize
Coordinator
Dr Innes Keighren
Department of Geography,
Royal Holloway, University of
London, Egham Hill,
Egham TE200EX.
+44 (0)1784 443570
innes.keighren@rhul.ac.uk
E-circulation Officer
Dr. Lowri Jones
School of Geography,
University of Nottingham,
Nottingham NG7 2RD
+44 (0) 115 84 68412
lowri.jones@nottingham.ac.uk

Teaching and Learning
Officer
Dr Edwin Aiken
School of Geographical
Sciences
University of Bristol
University Road
Bristol, BS8 1SS
Postgraduate Committee
Member with responsibility
for conferences
Jake Hodder,
School of Geography,
University of Nottingham,
Nottingham NG7 2RD
lgxjh@nottingham.ac.uk
Postgraduate Committee
Member with responsibility
for conferences
Kim Ross
Department of Geography and
Geomatics, University of
Glasgow,
Glasgow, G12 8QQ
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RGS-IBG Annual International Conference 2012
Call for sessions for HGRG sponsorship
Theme: Security of geography/geography of security
Location: University of Edinburgh
Dates: Tuesday 3 to Thursday 5 July 2012
Conference chair: Chris Philo (University of Glasgow)
Proposals are invited for HGRG sessions on any area of historical
geography. Proposals by postgraduates are encouraged.
Proposals should be submitted to Harriet Hawkins by Monday 28th
November at hah7@aber.ac.uk
Please include the following information:
1) session title
2) 250 word abstract
3) number of sessions you are seeking sponsorship for under this title
4) format of the sessions ( e.g. paper/ panel/ poster)
5) if you will be seeking co-sponsorship with another research group.

Teaching and Learning in Historical Geography: next steps
Nicola Thomas
I am delighted to announce that the Geography, Earth and Environment Subject Centre
(GEES) awarded HGRG a grant of £14,846 in September 2011. The project is titled
‘Creating a learning and teaching resource bank for Historical Geography’.
This grant is a follow up to the very successful ‘Teaching Historical Geography: Practise and
Pedagogy’ 19th-20th May, 2011 (also funded by GEES, £10, 723). The workshop was
reviewed by GEES and I was invited to attend the GEES Annual Conference as a plenary
speaker to reflect on the Research Group approach as a vehicle for delivering subdiscipline specific support. GEES considered that the workshop was particularly notable for
bringing together a range of participants across the career spectrum from PhD Graduate
Teaching Assistants to Senior Professors and for the wide-ranging discussion that yielded
both practical and inspiring content. A full review of the workshop is in progress.
The workshop was something of a wake up call for those attending, and particularly for
organisations such as HGRG who are responsible for supporting the health of the subdiscipline. We witnessed concern around the declining presence of historical geography in
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the curriculum; difficulties in finding useful training materials that support students to
undertake historically sensitive research within their UG dissertations; the lack of any
formal platform to share best practise and resources across the sub-discipline and the
absence of sub-disciplinary peer support network around historical geography teaching
and learning. In addition we identified an absence of a publication culture linked to
historical geography pedagogy, with only eight (albeit excellent!) articles published since
1989. The final session of the workshop focused on future directions and asked
participants to identify projects that would support the teaching and learning of historical
geography.
The proposed package of activity will enable the wish list from the ‘future directions’
session to be achieved. The activity to be undertaken in the new project will enable the
Historical Geography community to make a swift and effective intervention to produce the
materials that participants have identified as being beneficial for the development of
teaching and learning in historical geography. This will provide materials for students and
for academic staff; it will act as a resource bank and a point for inspiration. It will be
available on the web to enable an international audience, and has the potential to
influence the education of undergraduate geography students throughout the UK and
internationally. By the end of the project we aim to have built the platform for a longlasting engagement with teaching and learning in the sub-discipline.
This project is divided into two areas of activity which will be undertaken by a paid
research assistant:
1. Building a resource bank for students
a. The creation of new online film resources to support students undertaking
dissertations and support methods training. Short films will address issues such as
different approaches to historical geography research; finding a historical geography
research topic; locating and using source materials; approaches to analyzing data;
presenting research in historical geography.
b. Collect and establish a bank of exemplar undergraduate dissertations and a database of
useful links (for example to archives and collections).
2. Building a resource bank for teaching staff
a. To collect existing teaching materials (assessments, field trips, workshop activities,
module outlines, websites) that HGRG members currently use in their teaching. These will
form the basis of an online resource bank supported through the existing HGRG website.
b. Enable a web and blog based platform to share resources, links, websites and discussion
that are helpful for historical geography teaching and encourage peer support.
The project will start in January 2012 and it is aimed to have materials ready for use in the
academic year 2012-2013. I would like to urge all historical geographers engaged in teaching
practise to support this project.
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HGRG Undergraduate Dissertation Prize
Innes Keighren
The vitality and variety of undergraduate teaching and research in historical geography has
again been evidenced by the submissions received for the 2011 HGRG Undergraduate
Dissertation Prize (awarded, for the first time, in association with Ashgate). 2011
witnessed a bumper crop, with a total of fourteen dissertations received. The quality of
submissions was, as ever, extremely high and the process of judging tricky as a
consequence.
From among an incredibly strong field, the judges awarded the prize to Katariina
Makela (University College London) for a dissertation entitled “Modern urban women: a
study of Signe Brander’s photography in early 20th-century Helsinki”. Katariina’s
dissertation was judged to be highly original, conceptually sophisticated and empirically
rich. Katariina will receive £200-worth of books published by Ashgate. Emily Casey
(University of Oxford) was highly commended by the judging panel for her dissertation:
“The cultivation of virtue: morality, class and nature in the public parks movement at
Battersea, c. 1840–1900”. Emily’s work was found to be richly detailed, theoretically
informed and elegantly written.
The HGRG committee would like to extend its sincere appreciation to Ashgate
for its sponsorship of the prize and to offer special thanks to Dr Susanne
Seymour, who acted as this year’s external prize adjudicator.
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London Group of Historical Geographers Seminar Programme, Autumn 2011
FREEDOM
18th October 2011

Alan Lester (Sussex University)
Freedom and humanitarianism in early nineteenth century British
empire

1st November 2011

Faramerz Dabhoiwala (Oxford University)
Sexual freedom: history and geography

15th November 2011

Polly Russell (British Library/Sussex University)
Sisterhood and after: activists, archives, academics and the Women’s
Liberation Oral History Project

29th November 2011

Stephane van Damme (SciencesPo, Paris)
Subversive freedom: libertine anthropology and the geography of
knowledge
NB: This seminar will be held in the Lockkeeper’s Cottage,
Queen Mary University of London as a joint seminar with the
Queen Mary Centre for Eighteenth-Century Studies: starting at
5pm.

13th December 2011

Kirsty Reid (University of Bristol)
Taking liberties: convict transportation, illegal returners and
narratives of popular freedom in Britain, Ireland and empire, c.
1787-1868

These seminars are held on Tuesdays at 5pm in the Wolfson Room of the Institute of
Historical Research in Senate House, University of London (except the seminar on 29 th
November 2011). For further details, contact the convenors, David Lambert, Warwick
(d.lambert@warwick.ac.uk) or Miles Ogborn, Queen Mary (m.ogborn@qmul.ac.uk). We
are grateful to Queen Mary, Royal Holloway, Kings, UCL, Birkbeck, the Open University,
LSE, Sussex University, the HGRG and the IHR for supporting this series.
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Practising Historical Geography: 17 th Annual Postgraduate And Undergraduate
One-Day Conference
Wednesday 2nd November, St John’s College, Oxford, 09:30-17:00
DRAFT PROGRAMME
09:30

Conference registration and coffee

10:00

Keynote lecture: 'Tropical pathologies and missionary archives', Georgina
Endfield (University of Nottingham)

11:00

Postgraduate voices session

11:45

Historical geography workshops
I.
‘Investigating texts and the making of geographical
truth’, Innes Keighren (Royal Holloway, University of London)
II.
‘How to get rich: making sense of financial records at death’,
Stephanie Wyse (Royal Geographical Society, with IBG)

12:45

Lunch

14:00

Historical geography workshops
I.
‘Investigating texts and the making of geographical
truth’, Innes Keighren (Royal Holloway, University of London)
II.
‘How to get rich: making sense of financial records at death’,
Stephanie Wyse (Royal Geographical Society, with IBG)

15:00

Coffee break

15:30

Keynote lecture: 'Colonial and Humanitarian Geographies',
Alan Lester (University of Sussex)

16:30

Closing comments

This event is open to all. Please note that there will be a small charge of £10, payable on
arrival at the conference.
To register for the conference please return the form below (by email) to Briony
McDonagh, the HGRG Conference Officer by Wednesday 26th October.
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_____________________________________________________________________
Please copy and complete this form, save it with your name as the file name (eg. Briony
McDonagh.doc) and return by email to Briony.McDonagh@nottingham.ac.uk
Name:
Institution:
Email address:
Mobile phone number:
I am an undergraduate / masters / PhD student / member of staff / other (please delete as
appropriate).
My research interests include (please write a sentence or bullet points outlining your
research interests or PhD/Masters topic):

Dietary requirements:
_____________________________________________________________________
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The Warburg Institute 'Maps and Society' Lecture Series 2011-12
University of London, Woburn Square, London WC1H OAB
Lectures in the history of cartography convened by Catherine Delano-Smith (Institute of
Historical Research), Tony Campbell (formerly Map Library, British Library), and Alessandro
Scafi (Warburg Institute). Meetings are held on selected Thursdays at The Warburg
Institute at 5.00 pm. Admission is free. Meetings are followed by refreshment. All are
welcome. Enquiries: +44 (0) 20 8346 5112 (Dr Delano-Smith).
November 3, 2011 : Professor Jean Boutier (École des Hautes Études en Sciences
Sociales, Marseille). Without Cassini: Colbert and his Provincial Cartographers, 1660-1683.
December 1, 2011: Dr Emilie d’Orgeix ((Department of History of Art, Michel de
Montaigne-Bordeaux 3 University). French Colonial Mapping in the Americas (1635–1776).
Januar y 26, 2012: Nils Petter Hellström (Department of History and Philosophy of
Science, University of Cambridge, and School of Gender, Culture and History, Södertörn
University, Sweden). White Maps of Africa: The Making of Blank Spaces, 1700–1800.
Februar y 16, 2012 : Francis Herbert (Former Curator of Maps, Royal Geographical
Society (with IBG)). Maps for The Hakluyt Society, 1847–2010: or, from Cosmas to Cook and
computers. *MEETING SPONSORED BY THE HAKLUYT SOCIETY*
March 1, 2012: Dr Hilde De Weerdt (Institute for Chinese Studies, University of Oxford).
Reasoning with Maps: Amateur Mapmakers in Imperial China (1100–1300).
March 15, 2012: Professor Imre Demhardt (Department of History, The University of
Texas at Arlington, USA). Alexander von Humboldt and the Scientific Mapping of the
Americas.
April 19, 2012: Ljiljana Ortolja-Baird (School of Advanced Study, University of London).
Improved Satin Maps for Ladies' Schools: A New Revenue Stream for Eighteenth-Century
Printsellers.
May 10, 2012: Emeritus Professor Noël Wilkins (Department of Zoology, National
University of Ireland Galway). Alexander Nimmo (1783–1832) and Some of His Little-Known
Irish Maps and Charts.
________________________________________________________________________________
This programme has been made possible through the generous sponsorship of the Antiquarian Booksellers
Association, the International Map Collectors’ Society, and Jonathan Potter of Jonathan Potter Ltd.
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XV. International Conference of Historical Geographers
6.–10. 8. 2012 | PR AGUE, CZECHIA WWW.ICHG2012.CZ
The Prague conference is historically the first to be held in a post-communist country. It is
open to all historical geographers and scholars from related disciplines. The participation
of young scholars and PhD candidates, independent scholars, as well as researchers using
multidisciplinary approaches is encouraged. Conference registration opens on 1 st Nov
2011 on the ICHG website. Abstract submission opened on the 1 st Sept 2011.
Preliminar y Program
Monday, August 6
Registration, opening plenary session, icebreaker
Tuesday, August 7

Registration, parallel sessions

Wednesday, August 8 One-day scientific excursions
Thursday, August 9

Parallel sessions, round-tables, poster session, conference dinner

Friday, August 10

Parallel sessions, round-tables, business meeting, farewell party

Saturday, August 11

Departure of participants

August 11–13

Post-conference Field Trip

Important Deadlines
Submission of abstracts

December 31, 2011

Second circular

January 31, 2012

Acceptance of papers

February 28, 2012

Early registration

March 31, 2012

Conference program

June 30, 2012

Registration Fees

By March 31,
2012

After March 31, 2012

Regular participant

270 EUR

330 EUR

Independent / Retired Scholar

150 EUR

190 EUR

Student

140 EUR

180 EUR

Accompanying Person

80 EUR

80 EUR

One day registration

120 EUR

One day registration – student

50 EUR

One day registration – accompanying
person

50 EUR

Conference Dinner

45 EUR

45 EUR

This information was sourced from the first ICHG circular. For the full circular, which
includes conference themes and submission guidelines, see
http://ww w.ichg2012.c z/en/first-circular
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Royal Irish Academy Seminar
25 th May 2012: 'Maps and Texts: using the Irish Historic Towns Atlas', Royal Irish
Academy, Dublin.
This seminar is associated with the following new publications:
•

Irish Historic Towns Atlas no. 23, Carlingford by Harold O'Sullivan and Raymond
Gillespie (Dublin, 2011)

•

Reading the maps: a guide to the Irish Historic Towns Atlas by Jacinta Prunty and H.B.
Clarke (Dublin, 2011)
Forthcoming:

•

Irish Historic Towns Atlas, no. 24, Sligo by Fiona Gallagher and Marie-Louise Legg
(Dublin, 2012)

•

Proceedings of the 'Maps and Texts: exploring the Irish Historic Towns Atlas'
seminar, held in May 2011.
◦ This seminar concluded a three-year programme where a cross section of
published atlases were addressed. Speakers examined themes such as
religion, defence, entertainment and education across the atlases . Other
speakers compared and contrasted whole towns or cities included in the
scheme. The plenary sessions explored broader ideas including the
digitisation of historic atlases.
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Work in Progress
James Lyon Fenner , University of Nottingham:
‘British Small Craft’: the cultural geographies of mid-twentieth century
technology and display
(A Collaborative Doctoral Award)
My doctoral research is based upon the ‘British Small Craft’ displays within the Shipping
Gallery of the Science Museum, London and will investigate the stories behind the
collection and individual objects displayed. This in turn will provide a close analysis of
individual artefacts, examining public engagement with the museum and connect the
displays into wider cultural debates concerning British identity, maritime cultures and the
cultures of landscape and seascape in mid twentieth century Britain. The display was
opened in 1963 and comprises twenty showcases of models of British boats, largely
coastal, arranged primarily by geographical region and presented within landscape scenes.
The Shipping Gallery is now the oldest unmodified display at the Science Museum and with
plans for its closure and removal from May 2012 onwards there is timeliness to my
research. Currently I am at the beginning of my second year and am based in London and
studying in the Science Museum’s Documentation Centre.

Model of the Grimsby Trawler on display at the Science
Museum

William O'Dea, the curator of
the Small Craft Exhibit
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Abstracts of Recently Completed PhDs in Historical Geography
Amy Barnett, Northampton University:
Shops, Retailing and Consumption in Eighteenth-Century Provincial England: Norwich
1660-1800
The history of retail and consumption during the eighteenth-century has enjoyed interest
from historians for a number of decades, yet few studies have concentrated on large cities
or utilised a case study method to develop an in-depth and longitudinal understanding of
change across the whole century. This study seeks to rectify this by concentrating on the
city of Norwich, which was the second largest city in England in 1700, in order to build up a
detailed social history of retail, shopping and consumption. The research seeks to clarify
the exact nature of change in urban retail and consumption, exploring the existence of
consumer and retail ‘revolutions’ and the relationship between them. Using a variety of
archival sources the study uncovers the extent of the consumption of novel goods, the
changing nature of the economic character of each of Norwich’s thirty-four parishes and
uncovers the dual personality of the city, with evidence for a leisured town set within the
larger industrial city. Detailed mapping of directory data points to a concentration of
luxury retail in key streets, making up a cultural thoroughfare which linked the traditional
cultural centre of the city in the east to the new purpose-built leisure arena on the
western boundary. The character of retail change and the role of the shopkeeper is
assessed through newspaper advertisements, trade cards, probate inventories, diaries and
contemporary visual representations of the city centre. While a clear transformation was
detected across the century, the evidence suggests that change was cumulative rather
than a big shift at a fixed point in time. However, although the changes noted in this
research did not constitute ‘revolution’ in an immediate sense, the modifications in urban
spaces, retail and consumption, which were evident from the beginning of the century,
were undoubtedly significant in their long-term effects by laying the foundations for
current practice.
Amy's thesis was supervised by Jon Stobart (Northampton), and examined by Nancy Cox
(Wolverhampton) and Matthew McCormack (Northampton). Her PhD was awarded in July
2011.
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Abstracts of Recently Completed PhDs in Historical Geography (cont.)
Kirsten Greer, Queen’s University, Kingston, Ontario (Canada):
Red Coats And Wild Birds: Military Culture And Ornithology Across The NineteenthCentury British Empire
This thesis investigates the intersections between British military culture and the practices
and ideas of ornithology, with a particular focus on the British Mediterranean. Considering
that British officers often occupied several imperial sites over the course of their military
careers, to what extent did their movements shape their ornithological knowledge and
identities at “home” and abroad? How did British military naturalists perceive different
local cultures (with different attitudes to hunting, birds, field science, etc.) and different
local natures (different sets of birds and environments)? How can trans-imperial careers be
written using not only textual sources (for example, biographies and personal
correspondence) but also traces of material culture? In answering these questions, I centre
my work on the Mediterranean region as a “colonial sea” in the production of hybrid
identities and cultural practices, and the mingling of people, ideas, commodities, and
migratory birds. I focus on the life geographies of four military officers: Thomas Wright
Blakiston, Andrew Leith Adams, L. Howard Lloyd Irby, and Philip Savile Grey Reid. By the
mid-nineteenth century, the Mediterranean region emerged as a crucial site for the
security of the British “empire route” to India and South Asia, especially with the opening
of the Suez Canal in 1869. Military stations served as trans-imperial sites, connecting
Britain to India through the flow of military manpower, commodities, information, and
bodily experiences across the empire. By using a “critical historical geopolitics of empire”
to examine the material remnants of the “avian imperial archive,” I demonstrate how the
practices and performances of British military field ornithology helped to: materialize the
British Mediterranean as a moral “semi-tropical” place for the physical and cultural
acclimatization of British officers en route to and from India; reinforce imperial presence in
the region; and make “visible in new ways” the connectivity of North Africa to Europe
through the geographical distribution of birds. I also highlight the ways in which the
production of ornithological knowledge by army officers was entwined with forms of
temperate martial masculinity.
Kirsten's thesis was supervised by Laura Cameron and Joan Schwartz (QUK), and examined by
Harriet Ritvo (MIT). Her PhD was awarded in August 2011. Kirsten is now working as a postdoctoral researcher at Warwick University on a project entitled 'Marine Biogeographies: British
Navy and Military Cultures of Natural Science in the Nineteenth-Century North Atlantic'.
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, RGS/IBG Annual Conference
Wednesday 31 st August, 6.45pm Lowther Room
1.

Apologies for absence

Keith Lilley, David Harvey, Alan Baker, Robin Butlin, Lowri Jones, Heidi Scott, Edwin Aikin,
Alastair Owens, Oliver Dunnett, David Nally, Miles Ogborn.
2.

Minutes of last meeting

These were approved.
3.

Matters arising not on the agenda

Item 5: HGRG Postgraduate Session on publishing: This has not gone ahead and perhaps
superseded by the Postgraduate Forum Annual Conference Training Symposium. NT asked
if there was appetite for this sort of activity. It was suggested from the floor that opinion
should be canvassed from postgraduates at the Practising Historical Geography event in
November.
ACTION: NT to arrange to canvass the opinion of postgrads at the
Practising Historical Geography event.
4.

Reports from committee members

a. Chair – Nicola Thomas
It has been a very busy and successful year for HGRG!
A very successful 16th Practising Historical Geography conference was held in Nottingham
and thanks to Briony for this. We have got our funding streams for this more organised
now with an RHED grant secured for 2010 and 2011 funding, and we will continue to apply
for 2012 funding this autumn. Participants costs at £10 per head don’t appear to have
impacted attendance. Indeed it was greater than ever this year at 55.
The newsletter has gone from strength to strength under Harriet’s guidance and we
receive many responses from members indicating how pleased they are to receive it. We
had some hiccups sending out the hard copy editions this year, and the last general hard
copy edition was sent in August. This will save the group considerable money as time goes
on.
Nine different theme sessions sponsored by HGRG through the conference and this
represents great vitality but also a problem for those faced with irritating clashes, which
are unavoidable. We were joined at the conference by a number of group guests: Su Guoji,
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Chelsea Avirett, Lyrica Taylor, James Cronin, Nick Edwards and Nicolas Martlandv
We had a very successful two day workshop on Teaching Historical Geographies, fully
funded with a grant from GEES. I have subsequently reported about the workshop at the
Annual GEES conference and am in the process of writing a further grant application to
enable all the great ideas for developing teaching resources to be taken forward. Report
on this in more detail later in the meeting.
James Wallis was awarded £100 as part of the post-graduate support scheme. He will be
presenting a paper at ‘The Great War: From Memory to History’ at the Interdisciplinary
Conference, University of Western Ontario, 10-12 November 2011. We would encourage
postgrads to apply for funding to this scheme.
This year saw the publication of a very successful monograph in commemoration of Denis
Cosgrove. My thanks to the editor Veronica Della Dora, the participants, and to David Nally
and Charlotte Jones for their editorial support.
HGRG has responded to various HE consultations through the year and has attempted to
ensure that the needs of the sub-discipline are represented appropriately.
Finally, Innes and I spent a day undertaking stage one of a rough catalogue of the HGRG
archives. It is good to report that progress is being made with this long term project to
make the HGRG archives more accessible and useful to researchers.
b. Secretar y – Heidi Scott
Thanks to Heidi for her efforts in the role of secretary. No further report was received.
c. Treasurer - Carl Griffin
1) Balance:
Account
Treasurer
Deposit
Total

Balance Dec
Balance Dec
2009
2010
£3099.79
£3174.45
£2792.37
£2794.33
£5892.16
£5968.78

2) Major income:
RGS subvention
Publications
Subscriptions

£400
£249.35
£1559.50

3) Major expenditure:
Newsletters
Committee expenses
HGRG Postgraduate Conference expenses
Postgraduate and conference support
Publication costs
Other costs

£926.23
£0 (meetings held via email)
£397.40
£800
£0
£10.56 (domain registration)
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4) Key points
HGRG funds have shown a slight improvement, the net surplus of £76.62 reversing a £600
deficit in 2009. However, 2010 was an exceptional year: there were no publication costs
and yet past publications continued to sell well. Costs for 2011 will show a marked
increase due to the publication of Visual Geographies. Costs notwithstanding, sales of this
latest volume are healthy (for which thanks to David and Charlotte).
Income from subscriptions remains stable which given increased costs is a potential
problem for the future. Indeed, that subscription rates have not altered in decade is
reason, I would suggest, to consider some small increase.
An area of concern is the cost of producing and posting the newsletter (rising from £443 in
2010). Hopefully the renewed effort to shift all members to the digital newsletter will
substantially reduce associated costs in future years.
Our other major areas of expenditure in 2010 were the HGRG Postgraduate Conference –
though this is on a stable financial footing – and support for post-graduate students
attending conferences. These activities are at the heart of the HGRG and given our sound
financial position, should, I feel, remain as priority areas of expenditure.
In short, HGRG funds remain sound – though future costs may undermine this position.
Dr. Carl J. Griffin, HGRG Hon. Treasurer
17 August 2011
Thanks were expressed to Carl for his careful management of the finances.
d. Research Series Editor – David Nally
David Nally is stepping down in his role as editor. The committee are very grateful to him
for his excellent efforts in sustaining the research series. David reports that the new
volume is published and selling well alongside Practising the Archives, which makes him
think that exciting edited collections are the way to go. Unfortunately we are still not in
the position of turning away proposals and the new editor will need to address this,
perhaps through Crit Geog, and other listservs, in a bid to drum up interest in the series.
In terms of current stock there are about 14 boxes containing printed volumes which need
to be re-housed with the new editor. Alternatively, following up a conversation with RHED
that was started a few years ago, there is a possibility of RGS posting them for us, in which
case the stock would go to them.
ACTION: NT to pursue.
David points out that we need to start charging customers for posting, or incorporating
the postage into the price of the edition. At present ad hoc orders are posted through
departmental mailing systems.
It was AGREED after a majority vote in favour to charge postage to those who order back
issues of the monograph series but there was a strong feeling that it should be at cost.
e. Newsletter Secretar y – Harriet Hawkins
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This is the last year that the newsletter will be sent out in hard copy unless this is
specifically requested. The section for current research is proving very popular.
f. Conference Secretar y – Briony McDonagh
The 2010 Practising Historical Geography conference was held at the University of
Nottingham last November. Speakers included Dave Matless, Susanne Seymour, Caroline
Bressey, George Revill and Lucy Veale. The day attracted 50 delegates and seems to have
been a great success. We ran on a relatively modest budget and, having been lucky enough
to get the rooms for free, the £10 per person charge covered most of our costs. We also
received a grant from the RGS, which was put towards speakers' expenses.
Planning for the 2011 annual Practising Historical Geography postgraduate conference is
in hand. It will be held at St John’s College, Oxford on Wednesday 2 nd November, where
the venue was kindly organised for us by Richard Powell. Keynote speakers for the day are
Alan Lester (Sussex) and Georgina Endfield (Nottingham). There will also be two
workshops and we are also hoping to have an extended postgraduate voices panel session
made up of three postgraduates at different stages of their doctoral career. The planned
charge for the day is £10, which should cover food and refreshments and perhaps yield
something towards speakers’ costs. The £300 charge for the venue is being paid from
HGRG funds (St John’s will invoice HGRG after the event).
g. Postgraduate Committee Member – Isla Forsyth and Charlotte Jones
Both stepping down this year and they were thanked for their help. IF thanked the
committee on behalf of herself and CJ for the opportunity to work on the committee.
h. Membership Secretar y – Lloyd Jenkins
Lloyd Jones is stepping down this year. Thanked for help with maintaining the
membership lists.
Nicola Thomas reported: This year, with thanks to RHED and Stephanie Wyse we have had
an overhaul of the membership lists. This revealed we had:
A larger membership than we realised – with around 650 members. Only about 1/3 of
members are paying correct subs, with the remainder on old rates, having missed payment
for many years, or on incorrect rates. We also have a list of out of date addresses, which is
a problem in terms of the mailing of the monograph series.
When a new membership secretary is in place we need to review this situation and get all
members paying appropriate dues and getting up to date information. Getting full
payment of subscriptions will enable us to support more activity such as the Large
Conference Grant, which is currently in mothballs.
i. Dissertation Prize Coordinator – Innes Keighren
14 dissertations received. A winner will be announced shortly. Ashgate has replaced CUP
as the sponsor of this prize which is now valued at £200.
j. E-circulation officer – Lowri Jones
This Autumn Lowri will be sending out all correspondence, including the newsletter. Lowri
raises and important point about the consistent management of the membership lists and
she will work with Ruth to overcome problems. One thing we have thought about for
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some time is moving to a JISC mailing system. This maybe something that HGRG should
review once the membership lists are sorted out.
ACTION: NT to review.
k. Web Officer – Catherine Leyshon
The website is up to date. There is a new URL – HGRG.org.uk – and a new section of
archive material relating to the group has been started.
5.

Election of new committee members

a. Secretar y
Harriet Hawkins (Aberystwyth). Proposed Heidi Scott; seconded Catherine Leyshon.
AGREED
b. Research Series Editor
Alastair Owens (QMUL). Proposed Miles Ogborn; seconded David Nally.
AGREED
c. Newsletter Secretar y
Oliver Dunnett (Nottingham). Proposed Nicola Thomas; seconded Harriet Hawkins.
AGREED
d. Membership Secretar y
Ruth Craggs (St Mary’s). Proposed Lloyd Jenkins; seconded Carl Griffin.
AGREED
e. Postgraduate Committee Members
Kim Ross (Glasgow). Proposed Isla Forsyth; seconded Chris Philo/Will Hasty.
Jake Hodder (Nottingham). Proposed Briony McDonagh; seconded Lowri Jones.
AGREED
f. Ordinar y Member (with responsibility of Teaching and Learning)
Edwin Aiken (Bristol). Proposed Carl Griffin; seconded Innes Keighren.
AGREED
6.

Items for discussion

a. Review membership subscription levels
A review of subscription levels has not been undertaken for several years. The current
subscription levels are:
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Ordinar y Members The two categories of membership are:
Categor y A membership: £8.00 p.a. You will receive the HGRG Research Series (one
or two issues a. year, worth #7.95 each) and the HGRG Newsletter, you will be eligible to
apply for various grants, and you will get reduced rate on back issues of the HGRG
Research Series.
Categor y B membership: £2.00 p.a . You will receive the HGRG Newsletter, you will
be eligible to apply for various grants, and you will get reduced rate on back issues of
HGRG Research Series. Most of our members are category A members.
Postgraduate Members Postgraduate membership subscriptions are as follows:Categor y A membership: £6.00 p.a . You will receive the HGRG Research Series (one
or two issues a. year, worth #7.95 each) and the HGRG Newsletter, you will be eligible to
apply for various grants, and you will get reduced rate on back issues of the HGRG
Research Series.
Categor y B membership: FREE You will receive the HGRG Newsletter, you will be
eligible to apply for various grants, and you will get reduced rate on back issues of HGRG
Research Series.
It was felt in discussion that the costs of the research series had risen and the membership
rates had not taken account of this. In recent years although many savings had been made,
for example through electronic committee meetings and the e-newsletter, essential HGRG
activities had had to be reduced. The funding of the small conference grant was indicative
of this. There was a positive feeling in the meeting of the need to have a raised cost of
membership that would cover costs of the monograph series and provide much needed
financial support of HGRG funding streams. It was noted that as external funding came
under pressure that the pockets of funding provided by HGRG were increasingly
important. In discussion it was noted that there may be some bureaucratic issues around
changing people’s standing orders. It was suggested that, since the change is quite
involved, it would be better to put the price up to £12 a year.
It was AGREED that the cost of subscription should rise to £12 a year for
full members and £6 a year for postgrads.
b. ICHG 2015 (see attached briefing paper)
Felix Driver reported that he had been in discussion about hosting the ICHG 2015 in the UK
as there seems to be real appetite for this from the RGS and from geographers in
academic departments. We could make a bid for the conference to be held at the RGS in
July 2015. What is being sought is feedback on these proposals, with permission to
prepare a bid to be discussed at the meeting in Prague 2012. The approval of HGRG is
sought. This was given.
It was AGREED that HGRG would support Felix Driver in preparing a bid to host ICHG in
the UK in 2015.
c. Maintaining HGRG archives and deposit of research series
We have started a rough cataloguing process of HGRG papers. This is a fascinating archive
and although HGRG has not had a formal archivist, the records are complete, until 2000
and the digital age. It is noticeable that we need to print and collate records from the last
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decade in order to maintain the archive's integrity.
Issues:
Where shall we keep the research group’s archive?
Do we need a research group archivist?
What do members wish to see them used for?
Pete Merriman has asked a question in relation to the placement of the monograph in
legal deposit libraries . Although we now have a full run in the RGS-IBG library, we do
not have a run in any of the UK’s legal deposit libraries. Is this something that we should
rectify? As the Research Series volumes have ISBNs, it should be possible to place the
volumes in a legal deposit library.
d. 40th Anniversar y of HGRG – 2013
In looking at the archives we realised that the HGRG 40 th anniversary is fast approaching
and it is time to start considering the best way of marking this occasion. Although the
discussion and agreement to form HGRG out of the Agrarian Landscape Research Group
took place in 1972, the final formal approval of HGRG took place in 1973 and Robin Butlin
suggests this would be an appropriate year to celebrate.
Ideas currently in circulation for this:
A 40th anniversary edition of the research series containing histories of the group,
memoirs, relevant archival materials
A party to be held at the Society
A celebratory mug
An oral history project
Ideas and thoughts?
A session on the history of HGRG at the 2013 RGS/IBG.
A JHG plenary session at 2013 RGS/IBG.
Need for a committee member to take responsibility for this?
e. Teaching Historical Geographies – next steps
We need to continue to work in close association with RHED to achieve our aims of a
sustainable and long-lasting open-access resource for those teaching historical geography
and for resources for students.
NJ is putting an application to GEES for funding to pay for a research assistant to gather:
•
•
•
6.

Teaching materials
Podcasts of HGRG members doing student-facing discussions on using materials in
research
Lists of useful websites and archives
Forthcoming meetings

a. HGRG Practising Historical Geography Conference, November 2nd 2011
23

HGRG Newsletter

Autumn 2011

b. RGS-IBG Annual Conference 2012 – call for sessions
No proposals came from the floor, but calls for sessions will occur earlier this year in
anticipation of the July 2012 conference.
Felix Driver requested that we limit the number of sessions to ensure that there are fewer
clashes.
c. ICHG 2012
HGRG will be opening up the conference fund and will apply to RHED for additional
resource to support postgrad attendance at the conference.
HGRG members are encouraged to place calls for panel sessions on the HGRG e-circulation
list.
7.
Any other business?
There was none.
8.
Date of next AGM
Annual Conference July 2012
Nicola Thomas
August 2011
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