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Map of  Iceland

Dear Members, 

Welcome to the autumn edition of the HGRG newsletter. In this 
edition you will find the minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
held during the RGS-IBG annual conference in September.  I 
would like to express my thanks to those who attended the 
AGM, which was unfortunately timetabled during the last session 
of the conference. We were at least able to retire to the closing 
reception once the AGM had finished. 

At the AGM a number of committee members completed their 
term of office and stepped aside. Firstly, may I thank Prof Jon 
Stobart who has been Treasurer of HGRG for many years. Jon has 
gently but firmly steered the group into a more stable financial 
position. I am very grateful to him for ensuring that the core 
funding that HGRG provides to members has been secured. 

I’d like to thank Dr Diarmid Finnegan for ably managing the 
dissertation prize for the last five years. Diarmid will be 
completing the judging for the 2010 competition with Prof Miles 
Ogborn and myself and we hope to announce the prize winner in 
the next newsletter. I am also grateful to Franklin Ginn for his 
contribution as the Research Series Assistant Editor. Franklin has 
now completed his PhD and therefore moves on from this role 
that is usually occupied by a postgraduate. I am delighted that 
Charlotte Jones from UCL will be stepping into his shoes. 

There are a number of committee positions that we need to fill. 
At the AGM Dr Carl Griffin from Queen’s Belfast was elected as 
the new Treasurer. As a result his position of E-list Coordinator 
has become available. We also need to find a new Dissertation 
Prize coordinator. If you are interested in playing a more active 
part in HGRG please let me know!

The 16th Practicing Historical Geography Conference will be 
taking place at the University of Nottingham on Wednesday 3rd 
November. Please advertise the conference to your final year 
UG, masters and post-graduate students. It promises to be an 
excellent day and details are inside the newsletter. 

Letter from the chair
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HGRG was consulted earlier in the summer regarding our 
preferred choice of nominations for the Research Excellent 
Framework panel. The committee put forward a list of 
names and hopes that historical geography will be strongly 
represented on the final panel. 

All best wishes

Nicola Thomas
Chair HGRG

HGRG  General Information

Journal of Historical Geography discount  available for 

HGRG postgraduate students: 

 

Postgraduate students who are members of HGRG can receive the 

2009 subscription (Volume 35, 4 issues) of the Journal of Historical 

Geography at a discounted rate of £25.  

 

To subscribe please contact our Customer Service Department 

[Email: JournalsCustomerServiceEMEA@elsevier.com or Tel: +31 20 

485 3757] and specify that you are postgraduate member of HGRG. 

For more information about the Journal of Historical Geography 

please visit the homepage [www.elsevier.com/locate/jhg]. 
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Historical Geography Research Group Membership 
The HGRG is a very large (around 400 members) and active research group 
of the Royal Geographical Society (with the Institute of British 
Geographers).  The Group aims to initiate and foster research in the field of 
Historical Geography; to promote discussion by means of meetings and 
conferences; to further co- operation between cognate disciplines and 
organisations; and to effect publication of monographs, collected papers and 
discussion materials.  Membership is open to all those who subscribe to 
these aims. The Group publishes three issues of its newsletter every year 
updating members on activities and the working of the Group.  It also 
publishes the Research Series 

(38 issues published since 1979) which is designed to provide scholars with 
an outlet for extended essays of an interpretative or conceptual nature that 
make a substantive contribution to some aspect of the subject; critical 
reviews of the literature on a major problem; and commentaries on relevant 
sources.  

 The HGRG differs from most other RGS-IBG Research Groups in that it 
charges  a membership subscription for the additional services that it offers.  

Subscriptions are due on 1 October each year.  We have different 
membership  rates for Ordinary Members and Postgraduate Members 

 The two categories of membership are: 

 CATEGORY A MEMBERSHIP 

Receive HGRG research series and HGRG Newsletter, eligible for various 
grants, reduced rate on back issues of  HGRG research series. 

 £8.00 for Ordinary Members, £6.00 for Postgraduate Members 

 CATEGORY B MEMBERSHIP: 

Receive HGRG Newsletter, eligible for various grants, reduced rate on back 
issues of HGRG research series.  

 £2.00 for Ordinary Members, free for Postgraduate Members 

For further details of how to join the HGRG, please e-mail: 
l.jenkins@bham.ac.uk

HGRG are keen to provide a forum for disseminating abstracts of recently 
completed doctoral theses in historical geography.  Abstracts of  around 250 words 
should be sent  to h.hawkins@exeter.ac.uk 
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Member Deputy Editor of the 
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HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY RESEARCH GROUP 
 

Agenda of the Annual General Meeting August, RGS/IBG Annual 
Conference, 2010 

 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
David Nally, Lois Jones, Keith Lilley, Diarmid Finnegan, Carl Griffin, Heidi 
Scott, Isla Forsyth, Franklin Ginn, Lloyd Jenkins. 

 
Members attending 
Anne-Flore Laloe, Susan Seymour, Charlotte Jones, Dean Bond, Valerie 
Vichoff, Mary Beth Kitzel, Stephanie Wyse, David Wood, David Lambert, Felix 
Driver, Kate Brace, Harriet Hawkins, Nicola Thomas 

 
2. Minutes of last meeting 

 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted.  

 
3. Matters arising not on the agenda 

 
Felix Driver encouraged all members of HGRG to consider becoming members 
of the AHRC Peer Review College. 
 
David Lambert asked about the possible alliance with the AAG Historical 
Geography Speciality Group. This was mentioned at the AAG annual conference 
in Washington DC in April 2010 but has not been pursued and nothing further 
has been heard from HGSG.  
 
4. Chair’s Business 

Report on activities  
 
Nicola Thomas (Chair) reported that the 15th Practising Historical Geography 
Postgraduate Conference at Royal Holloway in October, attended by 35 students 
and supported by staff from RHUL. The day was organised by Heidi Scott and 
Briony McDonagh with support from Isla Forsyth, David Gilbert and the 
Department of Geography, Royal Holloway. Participants enjoyed guest lectures 
from Luciana Martins and Keith Lilly; workshops by Alasdair Pinkerton and Ruth 
Craggs, and a Lowri Jones (RHUL) presented a ‘postgraduate voice’.  
 
HGRG’s Small Conference Scheme continues to operate on an annual basis. 
This year we have allocated £500 to support postgraduate bursaries at the 
following conferences: 
• Correspondence: Travel, Writing and Literatures of Exploration, c.1750-c. 1850, 
7-10 April 2010, University of Edinburgh and National Library of Scotland  
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• ‘Salty’ Geographies: Subaltern maritime spaces, networks and practices, 
10–12 June 2010, University of Glasgow  
 
HGRG Postgraduate Funding was given to Anyaa Anim-Addo (Royal 
Holloway, University of London), David Paton (University of Exeter) and Sarah 
Thomas (University of Sydney). Each has received £100 and their reports will 
be in the autumn newsletter. 
 
HGRG sponsoring 6 sessions at the conference: ‘Terra Incognita’? Making 
space for medieval geographies; What are surfaces? (with HPGRG) 
‘Places without a place’: The geographies of ships (with SCGRG); Narrating 
the stories of travel and tourism (with GLTRG); New and Emerging Research 
in Historical Geography and ‘There is no place like home!’ – Why historians 
would want to use GIS 
 
HGRG were pleased to welcome the following people as group guests t 
o the RGS-IBG annual conference: Prof David Wood (York University, 
Canada),    
Dr Thomas Smith (University of Nevada), Professor Susan Pennybacker 
(Trinity College, Connecticut), Ms Galia Halpern (NYU, Institute of Fine Arts) 
 
Professor Wood expressed his thanks for his invitation to the conference and 
he indicated that he had greatly enjoyed the conference. 
 
Teaching Historical Geographies Conference, 19th May 2011 
NT explained the purpose of a conference focused on Teaching and appealed 
to the AGM for ideas on how to develop the day to make it useful for the 
community of historical geographers.  NT will send out a call for suggestions 
for the day.  It is likely that applications will be made to GEES and RGS/IBG 
for funding to support the day.  It is hoped that an edition of the monograph 
series will be produced from the day. 
 
Medals and Awards 
In their otherwise very complimentary review of HGRG activities in 2010, the  
RGS/IBG has noted that HGRG do not frequently nominate people for medals 
and awards.  NT explained the scope and purpose of the medals and awards 
system run by RGS/IBG.  She suggested that if HGRG are going to take this 
opportunity seriously, HGRG should develop a list of people whom HGRG 
could nominate.  She sought the meeting’s views on: 
1. Should HGRG be putting people forward for medals? 
2. If yes, how should this be achieved? 
Felix Driver noted that Alan Baker received a prestigious medal last year and 
noted that the RGS/IBG seem to be encouraging groups to participate in this 
process rather than suggesting that historical geographers are under-
represented as award winners.  It was suggested that HGRG could be more 
pro-active in sending round the call for nominations every year in January. 
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RGS-IBG and the research series 
Catherine Souch has been in touch with the group regarding the holdings of 
the HGRG Research Series as the RGS does not have a complete run in their 
library. The meeting agreed that HGRG should supply missing copies to the 
Society free of charge. The Society have agreed to pay postage if required. 
The Society have also agreed to scan any copies of the monograph that are 
now out of print. This was warmly welcomed. It was noted that as a category 
A member the Society now received new copies of the monograph.  
 
Maintaining an HGRG archive 
NT reported that she is accumulating items for the HGRG online archive. 
 
E-Newsletter 
The HGRG transferred to an electronic version of the newsletter last year, 
which has been very successful thanks to Harriet Hawkins, however the 
implementation of the electronic newsletter has been partial. Some members 
have expressed their preference to receive a hardcopy which HGRG are very 
happy to do, however a further 150 members expressed no preference when 
asked. As such they are continuing to receive a hard copy. As HGRG has 
diminishing funds and it was deemed preferable to channel all available funds 
into supporting core funding schemes it was proposed at the AGM that the 
Autumn 2010 newsletter would be the last sent out to members (unless 
members have expressly requested a hard copy which they will continue to 
receive). It was agreed that the Autumn newsletter will be accompanied by a 
notification to the effect that it will be the last newsletter a member will receive 
unless they contact the membership secretary with electronic address details 
or express their wish to continue to receive a hard copy of the newsletter and 
confirm their address details. This was agreed.  
 
5. Reports 

 
Nicola Thomas thanked all committee members for their support through the 
year and thanked those who were standing down.  
 

Hon. Secretary 
Heidi supported the work of the group this year liaising with the 
RGS-IBG regarding grant applications, the annual conference 
organisation, supporting the conference officer for the Practising 
Historical Geography workshop at Royal Holloway.  The AGM 
thanked Heidi for this work over the last year. 

 
Hon. Treasurer  
There was no report from the Treasurer*, Jon Stobart, but the AGM 
wished to thank him for his work over the last several years as he is 
standing down this year.   
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David Lambert asked whether the dues for membership of HGRG 
should be raised, having been £8 for a very long time.  There are 
still a small number of people on the old rate of £4.50. NT indicated 
that work was being undertaken to reconcile the membership lists 
as a first step.  
 
Hon. Editor 
David Nally presented a written report indicating that the research 
series is currently sustained by (a) initiatives directly led by HGRG 
e.g. 'The Practising the Archive' venture (b) and festschrift 
publications. There was limited interest or scholars coming forward 
to publish in the research series. The next edition of the research 
series is a collection of essays in memory of Denis Cosgrove, 
edited by Veronica della Dora. Harriet Hawkins suggested that the 
Denis Cosgrove commemorative volume could be a popular edition 
and provide an opportunity for advertising the series and promote 
submissions to it. 
There has been an intention to form an editorial board to guide the 
future direction of the Research Series. Suggestions at the AGM 
included developing the website to make the research series more 
professional, collaborating with a professional publisher and 
ensuring it was higher profile through increased advertising. NT 
wondered if support for the marketing of the monograph could be 
provided by RGS/IBG. Stephanie Wyse (RGS-IBG RHED)  agreed 
to look into this. 
 
Hon. Conference Secretary 
Briony McDonagh was congratulated on the arrival of her baby girl. 
Briony reported by email that the plans are in hand for the postgrad 
conference on Nov 3rd in Nottingham. Dave Matless and Caroline 
Bressey are giving the keynotes and Susanne Seymour and 
George Revill are running the workshops. Lucy Veale of 
Nottingham will run the postgrad voices session. Rebecca Ford has 
kindly agreed to help with organisation while I'm on maternity leave 
and I have admin help from the admin staff at Nottingham. 
Suggestion that we raise the price of the postgraduate conference 
from £8 to £10.  This was agreed. 
 
Postgraduate Committee Members 
Lois and Isla were thanked for their convening of the very 
successful emerging historical geographies sessions. Isla was also 
thanked for stuffing the envelopes for the newsletter this year. 
Franklin has offered David Nally excellent support with the 
newsletter – particularly over the launch and advertising. Franklin 
gave his resignation as he has completed his PhD. This was 
accepted. Rebecca will be supporting Briony in the Practising 
Historical Geography conference. Franklin has provided great 
support to David Nally – particularly with the launch of the last 
monograph. 
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A suggestion that has emerged is how to further support PG 
students and it is suggested to hold a session at the next RGS-IBG 
conference, perhaps in a lunch hour, on academic publishing in 
historical geography. This was approved.  
 
Membership Secretary 
Lloyd Jenkins reported by email that the overall membership (as of 
30/3/2010) stands at 416. The breakdown is as follows: Cat A = 
223; Cat B = 27; Cat B (overseas) = 48; PG Cat A = 64; PG Cat B = 
54. Inquiries into membership increase are currently about 4/5 a 
month, predominantly from postgraduates, which reflects the efforts 
that are made in promoting the group at conferences and other 
events. 
 
Ordinary Member (newsletter) 
Harriet Hawkins reported in person that there has been the usual 
compliment of newsletters this past year. 245 are sent 
electronically, with the rest going by post. Thanks to Kate back 
issues are also available on the website. Following discussion at 
this year’s e-committee meeting the recent newsletter included a 
call for content for a new section of the newsletter.  Entitled ‘Work in 
progress’ this section will feature short pieces by members about 
their current research projects.  This complements the newsletters’ 
existing sections on completed PhD theses and the occasional 
sections celebrating members’ research grant and research prize 
successes.  
If anyone has any ideas for new sections they want to instigate or 
seminar series they want advertised if they could pass them onto 
me that would be great.  

 
Ordinary Member (web) 
Catherine Leyshon reported that the website has been maintained 
through the year.  We are on the way to getting our own domain 
name. 
 
Dissertation Coordinator 

The judging for the dissertations is underway with 8 dissertations 
submitted for the prize. Judges this  year are Miles Ogborn, 
Nicola Thomas and Diarmid Finnegan. Diarmid was thanked for 
his work for the committee and his resignation was accepted. 

E-Circulation Officer
Carl Griffin was thanked for his prompt circulation of notices 
throughout the year. 



 

HGRG NEWSLETTER! AUTUMN  2010

6. Elections for committee members 
 
Nominations for the following posts had been advertised via the HGRG 
circulation list: Treasurer, Dissertation Coordinator and E-Circulation Officer. 
Nicola reported that the position for PG Editorial Assistant to the Research 
Series was also available.   
 
Treasurer – Carl Griffin was nominated by Nicola and seconded by Kate 
Leyshon.  Passed 
 
PG Editorial Assistant – Charlotte Jones (UCL) – nominated by David 
Lambert and seconded by Felix Driver. Passed. Their role includes: 

(a) promoting and advertising new monographs in the series 
(b) final proof reading of manuscripts prior to the print run to ensure the 
editor has not overlooked any errors 
(c) assistance with packaging and distribution 

 
These positions remain open: Dissertation Prize Coordinator  and E-
Circulation officer. It was agreed that Catherine Leyshon would stand in as e-
circulation officer as a short-term measure.  
 
7. Forthcoming meetings 
1. HGRG Practising Historical Geography Conference, November 3rd 2010 
2. Teaching Historical Geographies – May 19th 2011 
3. RGS-IBG Annual.  NT asked if there are any sessions that are being 

planned.  These were proposed: Revisiting Orientalism (Mike Crang and 
Divya Tolia-Kelly); New Geographies of Empire (David Lambert and Steve 
Legg).  NT will also issue a call for sessions in due course. 

4. RGS-IBG Annual Conference 2012 – London. It was felt important that the 
RGS-IBG should not clash with the ICGH conference that will be held in 
Prague. The committee had no view on changed timings or locations.  

NT reported that she had attended the organisational meeting at the ICHG in 
Kyoto and that the next ICHG would be in Prague 2012. At this meeting NT 
had indicated, following discussion with HGRG members, that the UK would 
offer to host the ICHG in 2015. It was  

1. recognised at the AGM that hosting the ICHG represents a significant 
undertaking and we will need to be prepared by the ICHG in 2012 to 
demonstrate that our plans are advanced. As there is only one more AGM 
(2011) before the 2012 ICHG we need to advance our plans over the next 
year to ensure that we have the capacity to host this conference. 
Discussion is needed amongst those interested in bringing the ICHG to the 
UK to discuss whether there is a single University willing to host the ICHG 
in 2015, or if there is more interest in forming a ‘national’ organising 
committee, possibly led through HGRG to coordinate the conference. It is 
recognised that the ICHG required significant staff support in the form of 
fieldtrips (during the conference and post conference) meaning that a 
single department would always need support from other members of the 
historical geography community. NT will start the conversations about how 
it might work and who wants to be involved. 
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a. Any other business 
David Lambert promoted the London Group of Historical Geography schedule 
for 2011. 
 
Nominations for REF 
HGRG currently compiling a list of people that we would like nominated to the 
REF panel. We are going to present the RGS-IBG a long list, recognising that 
it is important to get strong representation on the REF panel for Historical 
Geography and that the way the REF panel works is that suggesting a long 
list of potential members is likely to be more successful. This will be 
undertaken by 21st September. 
 
9. Date of next AGM 

Some time during the Annual Conference 2011. 
 
Nicola Thomas 
September 2010 

 
 

*The financial report has subsequently been supplied: 
  
RGS-IBG Historical Geography Research Group 
 
Treasurers report to AGM, 2010  
 
 
1) Balance: 

1. Account  Balance Dec 2008 Balance Dec 2009  
Treasurer  £3614.88  £3099.79 
Deposit  £2790.20  £2792.37 
Total  £6405.08  £5892.16 

2) Major income: 

RGS subvention   £500  
Publications   £563 
Subscriptions £1709 

 
3) Major expenditure: 

Newsletters  -  £443 
Committee expenses  -  £0 (meetings held via email) 
HGRG Postgraduate Conference expenses  -  £444 – but with some bills 
outstanding) 
Post-graduate and conference support  -  £1500  
Publication costs  -  £1060 
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4) Key points 

As in previous years, HGRG funds continue to be healthy, but reserves continue to 
diminish. Some of the traditional draws on our resources are reducing, with the 
newsletter being largely published in virtual form and the PG conference being put 
on a rather more sustainable footing by including a small charge for participants. 
Our major areas of expenditure are increasingly: [a] the support offered to post-grads 
for conference attendance; [b] producing the HGRG research series. Both of these 
are areas that I feel we should continue to prioritise. 
Income from subscriptions remains healthy (thanks David) and we are now enjoying 
a good income from sales of our recent volumes in the research series. 
Overall, I am pleased to be able to report a much healthier position going forwards 
than has been the case in recent years 

Prof Jon Stobart, HGRG Hon. Treasurer 
16 September 2010 
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HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY RESEARCH GROUP
PRACTISING HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY

16TH ANNUAL POSTGRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE 
ONE-DAY CONFERENCE

WEDNESDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 2010
UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME

09:00!! Conference welcome and coffee

09:30! Keynote lecture: ‘Accents of Landscape: ‘The Horsey Mail’, 1938’, 
David Matless (University of Nottingham)

10:30! Postgraduate voices: Lucy Veale (University of Nottingham)

11:15!! Historical geography workshops
I.! TBA, Susanne Seymour (University of Nottingham)
II.! TBA, George Revill (Open University)

12.15!! Lunch

13:45!! Historical geography workshops
I.! TBA, Susanne Seymour (University of Nottingham)
II.! TBA, George Revill (Open University)

14:45! Coffee break

15:30! Keynote lecture: ‘Finding a new path through the archives’, Caroline 
Bressey (University College London)

16:30!! Closing comments & summing up. 
! ! Chair: Nicola Thomas.

This event is open to all. Please note that there will be a small charge of £10, 
payable on arrival at the conference.

To register please return the form below (by email) to Nicola Thomas at 
Nicola.J.Thomas@exeter.ac.uk. 

mailto:Nicola.J.Thomas@exeter.ac.uk
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_____________________________________________________________________

Please complete this form, save it with your name as the file name (eg. Briony McDonagh.doc) and 
return by email to Nicola Thomas at Nicola.J.Thomas@exeter.ac.uk. 

Name:

Institution:

Email address:

Mobile phone number:

I am an undergraduate / masters / PhD student / member of staff / other (please delete as 
appropriate).

Dietary requirements:
_____________________________________________________________________

mailto:Nicola.J.Thomas@exeter.ac.uk
mailto:Nicola.J.Thomas@exeter.ac.uk
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HGRG 
CONFERENCE 

BURSARY:
 THE SOCIETY 

FOR CARIBBEAN 
STUDIES (UK) 

ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

7 -9 JULY 2010

SARAH THOMAS
UNIVERSITY OF 

SYDNEY

 

The funding facilitated my attendance at the Society for Caribbean Studies (UK) annual conference that took 

place between 7 and 9 July 2010. The conference included papers by a wide range of scholars – from 

departments of literature, music, performance studies and history, to name a few. I was the only art historian, 

but found a great many papers that were directly related to my own research and thus of great interest. In 

particular I was very interested in the discussions that were led by scholars from the University of Essex, which 

re-orient the Caribbean within an ‘American Tropics’ framework.

My own paper, Cultivating the Slave Body: The Dance Imagery of Agostino Brunias (1730-96), was part of a 

session on music and dance. This was, as it turned out, very fortuitous, as I had in my audience some very 

knowledgeable musicologists and dance specialists who were able to share their expertise in such matters. My 

paper seemed to be well received, and since then I have substantially expanded it for submission to the David 

Nicholls Memorial Prize for Postgraduate Students. I also met a wide range of scholars working in related fields 

to mine, and made some very useful contacts.

Agostino Brunias (1730-96), A Negroe’s Dance in the Island of 

Dominica, lithograph, 1810
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HGRG CONFERENCE BURSARY:   
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN 
GEOGRAPHERS, WASHINGTON, D.C.

 APRIL 14-18 2010

ANYAA ANIM-ADDO, ROYAL HOLLOWAY, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

Professors Derek Alderman (East Carolina University) and G. Rebecca Dodds (University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill) organized three panels on the ‘Geographies of Slavery’ for the AAG in Washington D.C. earlier this year. My 

paper fell within the first session on ‘Mobilities, Borders and Emancipation’ . The paper, entitled ‘“A wretched and 

slave-like mode of labour”: slavery, emancipation and the maritime geographies of coal, 1841-1854’,  examined the 

way in which questions of slavery and freedom played out at coaling stations in the Caribbean. I argued firstly that the 

Royal Mail Steam Packet Company sought to circumnavigate the reality of emancipation in the British Caribbean 

islands by attempting to employ forms of enslaved and bonded labour at the Company’s coaling stations, and secondly 

that Caribbean coaling stations in this period mobilized transatlantic colonial discourses. Other papers in this session 

examined the Underground Railroad, Black migration in the post-Civil War U.S. south, and birth records in a border 

slave state. 

 The second of the ‘Geographies of Slavery’ sessions focused on the politics of memory, and presenters in this 

panel were particularly concerned to examine plantation houses and plantation museum spaces. The final session was 

entitled ‘Theoretical and Empirical Innovations’, and comprised a broad-ranging set of papers, covering the use of 

horses in the era of slavery, conjectural geographies and the reparations movement, slavery and the concept of utopia, 

and the mapping of slavery landscapes. The three AAG sessions highlighted the kinds of new insights that geographical 

perspectives can increasingly lend to our understanding of slavery. I would like to thank the HGRG for supporting my 

attendance at the conference. 

Anyaa Anim-Addo, Royal Holloway, University of London 
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Ordnance: War, Architecture and Space

16th to 18th September 2010

An interdisciplinary conference organized by the Cork Centre for Architectural 

Education (CCAE) and School of the Human Environment, (University 
College Cork).

Conference Report by James Robinson

Seeking to ‘explore the often hidden relationship between militarism and the design and construction of 

architecture and space in the modern period’, ORDNANCE: War, Architecture and Space was a truly 

international, interdisciplinary conference bringing together speakers from a variety of academic 

backgrounds; from geographers to architects, artists, photographers, sociologists, anthropologists and 

writers, among many others. Explored through such themes as ‘Resistance’, ‘Fortress’, ‘Memorial’, 

‘Logistics’, ‘Bodies’ and ‘Camouflage’, and drawing together historical and contemporary insights, this was 

a conference at which speakers not only critically examined the legacies that warfare has had upon our 

everyday environments, but also provided some speculative insights into the futurity of conflict and the 

effect on landscapes yet to come. Furthermore, conference papers explored the multiple materialities of 

warfare, expressed not only through architecture, built form and landscape, but also through other 

material and physical forms such as cartographical representations, surveillance technologies, khaki 

clothing, film and photographic evidence as well as ‘invisible’ social assemblages of protection and 

security. Conference speakers were supported by inspiring keynote lectures by Derek Gregory (‘The 

World as Target’), Stephen Graham (‘Cities as Battlespace: The New Military Urbanism’) and Owen 

Hatherley (‘Containers, Fences, Malls – Security and Invisibility in Southampton’) which further 

reinforced the common themes of the conference; that militarism is deeply ingrained within spaces of 

the past and the present. On behalf of all those who attended, I would like to thank the conference 

organisers Gary Boyd and Denis Linehan, as well as all those ‘behind the scenes’ at University College 

Cork for being such welcoming hosts and for creating what was a spectacular and supportive 

conference environment.



 

 Announcements from the RGS-IBG  

.

Ac dolor ac adipiscing amet bibendum nullam, massa lacus molestie ut libero nec, diam et, pharetra sodales 

eget, feugiat ullamcorper id tempor eget id vitae Curabitur auctor, erat mollis?
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RGS-IBG Collections

The Society's Collections provide an unparalleld resource of  

around 2 million items covering over 500 years of  geographical 
discovery and research.  We welcome groups of  students and their 

tutors to the Society for building tours, introductions to the 

Collections and other geographical activities (e.g. sessions run on 

geography careers), and are happy to tailor sessions to course-

related themes or assessments.  Contact RHED@rgs.org for more 
details about bringing your students for a visit.

RGS-IBG Grants

The RGS-IBG Grants Programme supports over 90 
geographical research projects each year, with £180,000 

awarded in 2010 to projects from across the discipline. 

Applications are welcomed from researchers undertaking 

field or desk-based research.  Application deadlines for our 

senior research, early career research and student grants are 
in November, January and February - for full details please 

visit our website, www.rgs.org/grants

mailto:RHED@rgs.org
mailto:RHED@rgs.org
http://www.rgs.org/grants
http://www.rgs.org/grants
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ORDNANCE: WAR, ARCHITECTURE AND SPACE
16th to 18th September 2010

An interdisciplinary conference organized by the Cork Centre for  Architectural Education 

(CCAE) and School of  the Human Environment,  (University College Cork).

Keynote Speakers. Derek Gregory, Stephen Graham, Owen Hatherley

This international interdisciplinary conference seeks to explore the often hidden relationship between 

militarism and the design and construction of  architecture and space in the modern period. Historically, 

military imperatives have been embedded in the way society is organized and, from the Renaissance 

onwards, the needs of  offence and defence played an increasingly influential role not only in the physical 

shaping of  the city and landscape, but also on the means by which they were represented. Recent events, 

notably the ‘War on Terror’ have reinforced these impulses within the city,  extending and deepening 

systems and architectures of  surveillance.

Conference Programme and Registration:  http://www.ordnanceconference.com/

Conference Venue: University College Cork, Republic of  Ireland.

Date: 16th to 18th September 2010

CONTACT

Gary A. Boyd: g.boyd@ucc.ie <mailto:g.boyd@ucc.ie> 

Denis Linehan: d.linehan@ucc.ie <mailto:d.linehan@ucc.ie>  

 

http://www.ordnanceconference.com
http://www.ordnanceconference.com
mailto:g.boyd@ucc.ie
mailto:g.boyd@ucc.ie
mailto:g.boyd@ucc.ie
mailto:g.boyd@ucc.ie
mailto:d.linehan@ucc.ie
mailto:d.linehan@ucc.ie
mailto:d.linehan@ucc.ie
mailto:d.linehan@ucc.ie


 

HGRG NEWSLETTER ! AUTUMN 2010

LONDON GROUP OF HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHERS

Seminar Programme, Autumn Term 2010

INFRASTRUCTURE

12th October 2010 Stephen Graham (Newcastle University)

 Disrupted cities: When infrastructure fails

26th October 2010 Jeff Hughes (University of Manchester)
 
 Materialising the secret state: Infrastructures of Cold 

War Britain

9th November 2010 Anyaa Anim-Addo (Royal Holloway,
 University of London)

 “Startling as the subject may at first sight appear”: 
Maritime infrastructure and the Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company

23rd November 2010 Peter Adey (Keele University)

 Infrastructural affectivity: Mobility, security, and the 
history of preparedness

7th December 2010 Simon Schaffer (University of Cambridge)

 The Bombay case: Colonial space and astronomical 
infrastructure

These seminars are held on Tuesdays at 5pm in the Wolfson Room of the Institute of Historical Research in Senate 
House,  University of London.  For further details, contact the convenors, David Lambert, Royal Holloway (01784 
443640) or Miles Ogborn, Queen Mary (020 7882 5407).  We are grateful to Queen Mary,  Royal Holloway, Kings, 
UCL, the Open University, Sussex University, the HGRG and the IHR for supporting this series.
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 Synopsis
A considerable number of studies have been produced, by geographers and others, which address the formation 
of metropolitan mythologies in such realms of cultural activity as film, painting and literature. By contrast, little 
attention has been paid to the role played by popular music in articulating romanticised visions of urban space. 
Reimagining the City: Shifting Time, Space and Place in Popular Music Ballads (supervisors: Andrew Leyshon and Alex 
Vasudevan) seeks to address this by investigating how musicians, and balladeers in particular, have been 
instrumental in manufacturing and re-circulating aural ‘visions’ of ‘the contemporary city’ that present a 
culturally potent and gendered take on the conjunction of metropolitanism and modernity.

The thesis is focussed on the work of Frank Sinatra, particularly his 1950s output, and the cult Glasgow 
ambient-pop group The Blue Nile, a trio most active in the 1980s. These artists have been selected for several 
reasons. The first is that I contend that their recordings are part of a distinct lineage of creative works, identified 
as being expressive of a nocturnal, metropolitan aesthetic, which have informed and reflected shifting, and often 
contradictory, notions of masculinity."  Secondly, both artists are seen as having strong attachments to particular 
locations, notably New York (Sinatra) and Glasgow (The Blue Nile) # cities which, in turn, have pronounced 
historical, economic and cultural connections to each other. Mythologies attached to the careers of Sinatra and 
The Blue Nile are linked to specific sites of production, performance and habitation. Furthermore the subject 
matter of many of their best known songs, and the accompanying imagery used to market them, frequently 
incorporates either named locations or includes evocative allusions to urban landmarks in unspecified locales. 
Thirdly, recurring throughout their music is a tension # manifest in the lyrical content, musical vocabulary and 
visual depictions # between states of movement and stasis. By mobilising the trope of movement ‘the city’ is 
presented as a signifier for both cosmopolitan sophistication/jouissance and for a form of apparently male 
authored solipsism and alienation. In the work of both artists the city is presented alternately, and sometimes 
simultaneously, as a site to which one should head to, lose oneself in, and flee from.
Fourthly, the output of both artists is emblematic of connections between the metropolis and modernity. This is 
highlighted most vividly by the way that each embraced technological advances, particularly in sound production 
and sound reproduction, which reflected their efforts to reduce the imagined distance between performer and 
listener, and, in the process, heighten the impression of immediacy experienced by the latter.

The study’s core purpose is to interrogate the particular social, gendered, technological and local institutional 
factors that informed the music and public persona of Frank Sinatra and The Blue Nile. It contends that their 
introspective form of balladry, an adult orientated romantic musical style that emerged in the second half of the 
twentieth century and which was characterized in both instances by a ‘crooning’ style of singing, played a key, but 
often neglected, role in articulating a powerful, aestheticized and gendered view of ‘the modern metropolis’
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WORK IN PROGRESS  
RE-IMAGINING THE CITY: 
SHIFTING TIME, SPACE AND 
PLACE IN POPULAR MUSIC 
BALLADS.

Kevin Milburn, 3rd year PhD candidate

School  of Geography, University of 
Nottingham
email:  lgxkm7@nottingham.ac.uk  
website:  http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/
~lgzwww/research/postgraduate
%20research/r-students1.phtml?
name=milburn

mailto:lgxkm7@nottingham.ac.uk
mailto:lgxkm7@nottingham.ac.uk
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~lgzwww/research/postgraduate%20research/r-students1.phtml?name=milburn
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~lgzwww/research/postgraduate%20research/r-students1.phtml?name=milburn
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~lgzwww/research/postgraduate%20research/r-students1.phtml?name=milburn
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~lgzwww/research/postgraduate%20research/r-students1.phtml?name=milburn
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~lgzwww/research/postgraduate%20research/r-students1.phtml?name=milburn
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~lgzwww/research/postgraduate%20research/r-students1.phtml?name=milburn
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~lgzwww/research/postgraduate%20research/r-students1.phtml?name=milburn
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~lgzwww/research/postgraduate%20research/r-students1.phtml?name=milburn
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It goes on to assert that such a representation arose 
from the inter-articulation of 3 key factors: specific 
urban environments, which provided sites for musical 
production and inspiration; a primacy afforded to the 
desire for movement within and between spaces, both 
urban and sonic; and an active engagement with the 
transformative possibilities of audio technologies. It 
contends that connecting and informing these 
developments were formulations of masculinity 
inscribed by time, place and the influence of prior 
cultural works. More broadly, it suggests that a cultural 
geography perspective on popular music can offer a 
fresh critique on the active interplay between the 
aesthetic and socio-economic dimensions which inform 

and constantly renew this vibrant, but often under-
researched, aspect of commodity culture.

Research Strategies
Potentially most studies of popular musicians, particularly those signed to well resourced major labels, can offer 
the researcher a rich pool of material to take advantage of. Indeed in the case of Frank Sinatra, one of the most 
popular and high profile recording artists of all time, the challenge is to effectively  manage and filter the very 
considerable amount of information related to him that is in the public domain.  With regard to both Sinatra 
and The Blue Nile I have utilised the following resources in my research: 

Primary Sources
Albums, singles, promo videos, film appearances, press releases, epks (electronic press kits), press photographs, 
posters, press advertisements, sleeve artwork and sleeve notes.

Secondary Sources
Reviews of albums, singles and live performancess, and 
interviews and features in the consumer music press, 
trade press, lifestyle press and national newspapers. In 
relation to The Blue Nile I have also consulted features 
in the Scottish press (newspapers and magazines). 
Online and radio and TV interviews with the artists 
have also been used in my analysis. In addition to this I 
have extensively consulted books about the artists 
where they exist (a great deal on Sinatra; two very 
recent publications on The Blue Nile). 

I have also engaged extensively with books, journals and 
PhD theses concerned with identity, movement, gender 
and place in popular music and with more general 
academic writing on cultural representations of the 
metropolis and modernity.

Archives 
I have used the British Library’s extensive collection of 
music consumer and technology magazine and journals 
and more general lifestyle magazines, much of it 
available via open access at the St. Pancras site, and also 
researched materials available at the Westminster 
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Music Library at Victoria and Goldsmiths College’s collection of music publications. Consulting these items 
has been productive not just for yielding factual information but also for highlighting the specific ways in 
which publications engage with certain artists and genres and how individual journalists and cultural 
intermediaries are often instrumental in assisting in the production of a star-system through their 
involvement in marketing strategies formulated around the promotion of key ideologies and commonly re-
circulated narratives.

For Glasgow specific literature I will shortly be visiting the Scottish Music Information Centre in Glasgow and 
the city’s Mitchell Library, in order to access collections of popular culture and music magazines, such as the 
Glasgow/Edinburgh listings magazine The List.  I have also been taking advantage of online archives for 
newspapers including the New York Times, New York Daily Post, Glasgow Herald, The Scotsman and key UK 
broadsheet newspapers.

For non-print related material I have consulted radio and TV programmes held at the National Sound 
Archive at the British Library, and have just been granted access to view Sinatra related press materials held 
at the EMI Archive in Hayes. Online social media sites have also proven to be helpful in sourcing original 
broadcast material relating to both artists. They have also proven to be beneficial for accessing contact 
details for people closely associated with The Blue Nile. Fan sites for example have facilitated the setting up 
of interviews with the writer of a forthcoming biography on The Blue Nile and an interview with the person 
who originally signed the band to a major record label. 

Papers presented at Conferences

In recent months I have presented papers, all of 
which have been inter-textual in nature 
incorporating music, film and photography, at the 
following conferences: 

‘Re-imagining the city: romance, gendered 
aesthetics and technology, a case-study of Frank 
Sinatra’ at the RGS Postgrad midterm Conference, 
Aberystwyth University;

‘Popular music’s re-imagining of Glasgow: manliness 
and metropolitanism in Raintown’ at the Creativity 
and Place Conference, University of Exeter;
 

‘Romancing the city: the urban sublime and gendered mobility in the music of The Blue Nile’ in New and 
Emerging (Postgraduate) Research in Historical Geography, at the RGS-IBG Conference, London; and 
‘Following the flaneur: a methodological and textual critique’ at the Writing Cities postgraduate workshop, 
held at the University of Nottingham:
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/landscape/assets/KevinMilburnfinal.pdf

In November 2010 I will be presenting a paper in the music department of the University of Edinburgh 
entitled: "‘It’s oh so nice to go trav’ling, but it’s so much nicer to come home. Conflicted representations of 
mobility, masculinity and metropolitanism in the music of Frank Sinatra’

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/landscape/assets/KevinMilburnfinal.pdf
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/landscape/assets/KevinMilburnfinal.pdf

